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BIREF OF THE EVENT  
 

On 9th June 2021, Center for Global & Strategic Studies (CGSS), Islamabad in 

collaboration with Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia, Islamabad organized Dialogue 

with Experts on the topic “Pakistan-ASEAN Cooperation”. The event was organized in 

virtual format at the Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia, Islamabad. 

 

The aim of the Dialogue with Experts was to bring subject experts on one platform to 

share their knowledge and ideas regarding the strengthening of ties between Pakistan 

and ASEAN. This dialogue was attended by the Ambassadors and Diplomatic staff of the 

ASEAN countries residing in Pakistan. The business community of the ASEAN countries 

also actively participated in the session. 
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PROFILES OF SPEAKERS  
 

Major General Hafiz Masroor Ahmed (Retd), Vice President, CGSS 

Major General Masroor holds Postgraduate degree in Defence & Strategic Studies and 

War Studies from the National Defence University of Islamabad and 

the Balochistan University, respectively. He is also a Graduate of the 

Command and General Staff College of Fort Leavenworth in the 

United States. He is the founding member and Head of Center for 

Global & Strategic Studies. He has represented Pakistan in many 

national/international Conferences. He also supervises all the academic/research work 

of CGSS. 

H.E. Adam M. Tugio, Ambassador of the Republic of Indonesia to Pakistan  

Mr. Adam is a career diplomat and has held a number of important 

diplomatic positions in different countries. His previous 

assignments include Director of North American Affairs Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs 2016-17, Head of Bureau of General Affairs, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 2014-16, Minister Counsellor, 

Coordinator of Public Affairs Embassy of Indonesia in Washington 

DC USA, Diplomat Directorate of International Treaties, Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs. Similarly Mr. Adam has also served as Counsellor, Political Affairs Desk, 

Permanent Mission of the Indonesia in New York, Head of Section for Maritime Law and 

Delimitations, Directorate of International Treaties Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Third 

Secretary Political Affairs Officer, Consulate General of Indonesia in Berlin and 

administrative staff Directorate of Northern American Affairs from 1984 to 1991. 

Mr. Aamer Ahmed Atozai, DG, East & Asia Pacific Division, Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, Government of Pakistan  

Mr Aamer Ahmed Atozai joined the Foreign Service of Pakistan in 

the year 2002. He served as Counsellor at the Pakistan High 

Commission, Canberra. Mr Aamer have already served at Pakistan 

Embassy in Moscow, Russia (2005-2008) and Pakistan High 



 

6 
 

 Report of Dialogue with Experts 

Commission Dhaka, Bangladesh (2011-2014). Aamer Ahmed Atozai is a Russian language 

expert and has served at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Islamabad as Assistant Director 

Africa, Assistant Director Afghanistan. Mr. Aamer Atozai has done Masters in English 

Literature.  

Prof. Dr. Muhammad Saleem Mazhar, Pro Vice-Chancellor, University of the Punjab, 

Lahore 

Prof. Dr. Muhmmad Saleem Mazhar is currently serving as the Pro-

Vice-Chancellor, University of the Punjab, Lahore, Pakistan. He is 

also Professor Department of Persian, University of the Punjab, 

Lahore. 

He completed Post Doctorate Degree in Persian Language & 

Literature from School of Oriental & African Studies (SOAS), 

University of London. U.K.  

Prof. Dr. Shabir Ahmad Khan, Director, Area Study Center (Russia, China, & Central 

Asia), University of Peshawar 

Prof. Dr. Shabir Ahmad Khan is the Director of Area Study Centre, 

(Russia, China & Central Asia) University of Peshawar, Pakistan. 

He has various research publications in HEC recognized Journals 

to his credit. He also translated Noor Sultan Nazarbayov, Kazakh 

President’s Book “V Patok-e- Istoriie” Almaati 1999, from Russian 

into Urdu. He has taught various courses to M.Phil and Ph.D 

students. He has participated and organized several national and international 

Conference and Seminars. He is also Member Board of Experts of Center for Global & 

Strategic Studies (CGSS), Islamabad. 
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Mr. Shakeel Ramay, Member Board of Advisors, Center for Global & Strategic 

Studies (CGSS), Islamabad 

Mr. Shakeel Ahmad has a strong background in, global 

governance, diplomacy, political economy, development 

economic, CPEC, BRI, stakeholder engagement, climate 

change security and diplomacy, climate change, UNFCCC 

negotiation working with the parliamentarian, environment, 

food security, carbon financing and economic studies, 

Disaster Risk Management. He has strong and effective 

leadership skills. He has a keen insight into the needs of developing countries in today’s 

world. He is a member of different parliamentary and government committees including 

the foreign relation committee, Defense Committee, Human right committee, Ministry of 

Foreign affairs, Human Rights, etc. He also teaches negotiation skills, conflict 

transformation, and digital diplomacy at the Foreign Service Academy of Pakistan. 

 

Prof. Dr. Saeed-ul-Hassan Chishti, Vice Chancellor, University of Sialkot  

Prof. Dr. Saeed-ul-Hassan Chishti is the Vice Chancellor of 

University of Sialkot. He holds PHD Degree in Education from Arid 

Agriculture University. He facilitates, supports and enhances 

opportunities for the university to engage in new and innovative 

academic and research initiatives by assisting faculty, staff and 

administrators in the management and development of such 

projects. 

Muhammad Rehan Younas, Executive Director, University of Sialkot  

Muhammad Rehan Younas is the Executive Director of University of 

Sialkot. He has twelve years challenging experience of corporate world 

domestically as well as internationally.  
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS  
 

 H.E. Mr. Nguyen Tien Phong, Ambassador of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam to 

Pakistan  

 H.E. Daniel Ramos Espiritu, Ambassador of the Republic of the Philippines to 

Pakistan  

 Mr. Abdul Mubdi Osman, Charge d Affaires, High Commission of Brunei 

Darussalam, Islamabad  

 Mr. Deddy Faisal Ahmad Salleh, Charge d Affaires, High Commission of Malaysia, 

Islamabad 

 Mr. Dan Erwin C. Bagaporo, Charge d Affaires, Embassy of the Republic of 

Philippines, Islamabad 

 Mr. Muhammad Lutfee Useng, Charge d Affaires, Royal Thai Embassy, Islamabad 

 H.E. Muhammad Ikram, Former Malaysian High Commissioner in Islamabad  

 Mr. San Yu Kyaw, Minister Counsellor, Embassy of the Republic of the Union of 

Myanmar, Islamabad 

 Boy Dharmawan, Minister Counsellor, Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia, 

Islamabad 

 Sulaiman Amiruddin, 1st Secretary, Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia, 

Islamabad 

 Syarif Shahabuddin, 2nd Secretary, Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia, 

Islamabad 

 Zulfikar Alamsyah, Political Staff, Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia, Islamabad 

 Representatives from Pakistan-Indonesia Business Forum  

 Representatives from Indonesian Chambers of Commerce (Middle East & OIC) 

 Brig Abdullah Khan (Retd), Senior Member Advisory Board, CGSS  

 Mr. Khalid Taimur Akram, Executive Director, CGSS   

 Mr. Riaz Ahmed Malik, Group Editor, National Herald Tribune and Daily Al Akhbar 

 Mr. Ansar Mehmood Bhatti, Chief Editor, Diplomatic News Agency (DNA 

 Mr. Hamza Jan, Lecturer Economics and Deputy Director for International 

Rankings, QEC, University of Sialkot 

 Ms. Palwasha Nawaz, Project Executive, CGSS  

 Ms. Laraib Fatima Hassan, Communication & coordination Manager, CGSS 

 Ms. Maryam Raza, Research Associate, CGSS 
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Transcripts of the Speeches by 

the Speakers  
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Transcripts of the Speeches by the Speakers 
 

Opening Remarks by  

Mr. Khalid Taimur Akram, Executive Director, CGSS, Islamabad 

Thank you very much. On behalf of Center for Global and Strategic Studies and Embassy 

of Republic of Indonesia, I would like to welcome all the participants on today’s expert’s 

discussion. I will very briefly explain about the Center for Global and Strategic Studies. 

CGSS is an Islamabad-based think tank. We are currently writing and working with forty 

plus countries around the world. We are affiliated with institutes of China and various 

universities around the world. With this event we will have the basic knowledge to start 

the ASEAN setup which we have created. In the days to come, we will closely be working 

with ASEAN countries. I will not go into much details but would like to acknowledge the 

presence of various dignified guests from various institutes. We have Prof. Dr. 

Muhammad Saleem Mazhar, Pro Vice-Chancellor of the University of the Punjab. He is 

also the head of the Regional Integration Centre (RIC).  We also have Prof. Dr. Saeed Ul 

Hassan Chishti. He is the executive director of the University of Sialkot. He is representing 

the business community of Sialkot and he will be talking to you on this aspect. Then we 

have Dr. Shabir. Dr. Shabir is an expert on Central Asian Region- Afghanistan, China and 

Russia. He is currently the Director of Area Study Center, which is the federal government 

organization located in Peshawar. Then, we have Mr. Shakeel Ramay as a speaker, an 

expert on CPEC. He has recently written about China and will be explaining about that. I 

will not be taking much time and with the permission of our honourable co-host the 

Ambassador of Indonesia, we will formally start today’s session.  

Thank you very much. 
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Opening Address by 

Major General Hafiz Masroor Ahmed, Vice-President, Center for Global & Strategic 

Studies (CGSS), Islamabad 

Assalam o alaikum. I would like to welcome his Excellency Mr Adam Tugio, Ambassador 

of Republic of Indonesia. I would also welcome all our guest participants for becoming a 

part of this very important event. I would like to pay my special thanks to our respective 

organizers. Dear friends! In this era of globalization, regional-cooperation is crucial to 

progress for any country. Pakistan and ASEAN countries need to explore and understand 

prospects that can be set forth via commonalities. We need to understand commonalities 

in culture, social domains so that the regional progress can be upheld in all academic, 

economic domains via engaging institutions on various levels. Let’s hope for the best. 

Thank you.   

 

Welcome Remarks by 

His Excellency Adam Tugio, Ambassador of the Republic of Indonesia to Pakistan 

Good morning and Assalam o alaikum to all dear participants. I congratulate Center for 

Global and Strategic Studies for organizing this conference to explore avenues of 

cooperation, collaboration in academic, economic and many sectors between Pakistan 

and ASEAN countries. Studying RCEP, CPEC and ASEAN discourse is a dire need of time. 

This will bring huge dividends for future academic, diplomatic and economic cooperation. 

I hope we explore future prospects with promising results. 

Thankyou.  
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Speaker 1 

Mr. Aamer Ahmed Atozai, DG, East & Asia Pacific Division, Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, Government of Pakistan 

 Bismillah ir Rahman ir Rahim. Assalam o alaikum ladies and gentlemen, researchers, 

scholars, respected teachers, office, and all my colleagues from Pakistan and abroad. 

Please allow me to give my sincerest gratitude to his Excellency Mr Adam Tugio, 

Ambassador of Republic of Indonesia. This dialogue is of immense importance to 

Pakistan. I am sure both Pakistan and ASEAN countries will benefit from this. As far as 

my segment is concerned, I will talk on Pakistan and its norms and practices with 

Southeast Asia. We have always had a very progressive results with ASEAN and Pakistan 

cooperation. Pakistan became Sectoral Dialogue partner of ASEAN in 1993. Now, the 

purpose of this event to have dialogue with ASEAN because we fully believe that this 

dialogue is what will bring the Pakistan’s relation potential in full momentum with ASEAN 

that is very essential for bilateral and multi-lateral regional progress. Ladies and 

gentlemen, Pakistan has vision East Asia policy and wants to strengthen its political, 

economic and cultural relations with ASEAN. Pakistan by far has been collaborating and 

presenting resolutions with nine ASEAN countries and offers cooperation in their various 

sectors and in capacity enhancement. Since 1993, Pakistan has been following a Sectoral 

dialogue partnership. Now, it wants to be a full dialogue partner for building up a better 

momentum. Since, becoming member on ASEAN forum Pakistan has been having 

cooperation with ASEAN in various programs. Some include Pakistan-ASEAN conferences 

on sciences, ASEAN-Pakistan Joint…. Study. Pakistan has been building special political 

affiliation with Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam. scholarships have been offered to these 

countries. Pakistan has been opening avenues with ASEAN in the foreign services 

academe. Pakistan and ASEAN have also been working to practically cooperated to tackle 

COVID-19. Furthermore, economic intervention, counter-terrorism, food sectors, 

academic collaboration, science and technology, information and communication 

technology, disaster management, human resource development, culture are few of areas 

where Pakistan and ASEAN have worked together. Pakistan always aims to work with 

ASEAN in parliamentary association. Furthermore, academia is one our strong areas of 

cooperation. I would like to say Faculty-student exchanges and joint collaborative 

programs on identified areas would foster academic cooperation among universities. 
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ASEAN can also become part of Pakistan-China transport corridor and it will strongly link 

Pakistan and ASEAN. There are so many economic areas where we can work together. I 

thank you all and once again his Excellency Mr Adam Tugio for organizing this event.  

 

Speaker 2 

Prof. Dr. Shabbir Ahmed Khan, Director, Area Stud Center (Russia, China, & 

Central Asia), University of Peshawar 

Topic: Pakistan’s Role in Bringing Peace and Stability in the Region 

Bismillah ir Rahman ir Rahim. His Excellency! Very honourable participants, ladies and 

gentlemen, Assalam o alaikum! I will talk on Pakistan's role in regional stability. 

Pakistan's role in Afghanistan's peace, which has become a global flashpoint. Pakistan, at 

the time of independence, inherited enormous economic burdens and extra-ordinary 

challenges to its security as imperial legacy in national, regional and global contexts. The 

major powers always retained interests in Pakistan due to its multiregional geographical 

characteristic. However, despite numerous challenges Pakistan has successfully balanced 

the conflicting interests of major powers in the region and endured highly difficult 

regional geo-political circumstances. Pakistan terminated the Frontier Policy inherited 

from British era; it played its role in global War on Terror at huge cost. Similarly, Pakistan 

has committed itself to Afghan reconciliation process. Pakistan is committed to nuclear 

non-proliferation, shown greater restrain to unilateral action of India in Kashmir who 

violated all bilateral and international agreements. Pakistan believes that regional 

integration and cooperation is the only way forward to address the common challenges 

of under-development. Similarly, the inter-organizational cooperation within BRI, CPEC, 

CAREC, Eurasian Union, ECO and ASEAN, these are imperatives for shared growth and 

development.  No, we shall discuss Afghan Peace Process and role of Pakistan. Pakistan 

historically did recognize whichever government came to Kabul. Pakistan has been 

advocating a negotiated political settlement and inclusive setup in Afghanistan. When 

Taliban were excluded from Bonn Process that did not resolve the issue and similarly if 

any other group excluded now, it will be detrimental for sustainable peace in Afghanistan. 

That is why supports an inclusive setup. Pakistan has welcomed every effort for peace 

and stability in Afghanistan and played its positive role in each endeavour ranging from 
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Quadrilateral Cooperation Group, Moscow Format, Kabul Process I and II, SCO Contact 

Group, International Contact Group on Afghanistan, Six Party talks, Regional Economic 

Cooperation Conference on Afghanistan and last but not the least in the Doha process. 

Pakistan played role in bringing various parties to the table under the Doha process. 

However, it must be realized that Pakistan has limitations also. Pakistan cannot negotiate 

for Afghans and it is up to the Afghans to reach a consensus on power sharing and chose 

the future setup for their country. It must also be realized that bringing peace and stability 

to Afghanistan is a shared responsibility and beyond the capacity of a single state or two. 

Pakistan has been in contact with all the regional states on the issue of Afghanistan. 

Pakistan realizes that the immediate neighbours of Afghanistan are the real stakeholders 

in the peace of Afghanistan. The two forces in Afghanistan are the government- the Kabul 

regime and the Taliban. They are fighting and negotiating simultaneously. The regional 

support of Islamabad, Tehran, Beijing, and Moscow can also pressurize Taliban for 

regional consensus. If the two groups cannot reach consensus on power share, the 

current instability will engulf the entire Afghanistan and resultantly the entire region. The 

security of the entire region will be jeopardized and similarly the regional integration will 

be at risk. In addition, different groups of Afghan will find conflicting matters based on 

ethnic differences, political basis, given birth to suspicions. If Afghan Taliban 

mainstreamed through a negotiating settlement, it will have lasting peace impact on 

Afghanistan. However, if Afghan group takes on Kabul through fighting it will have impact 

on their future behaviour. It is important that both the groups be pressurized by the 

international community and the regional powers for the success of peace process. 

Second, the entire setup give consensus for intra-Afghan settlement followed by 

elections. Then third, Taliban become part of the current regime. The third option seems 

difficult because Taliban may not accept a secondary role in the current regime. The 

reason for so they consider the US and Kabul regime intact to win a war on table but lost 

it on ground. They also consider this government illegal. Taliban have struggled for a 

longer period to achieve this political stage. If the first and second options are agreed 

upon as a result of intra-Afghan dialogue, it can be announced with ceasefire 

simultaneously. The complication of the situation is that government demands ceasefire 

while Taliban demand the release of the Taliban prisoners. Taliban has to ensure regional 

capitals, Tehran, Tashkent and others that their agenda is national and not trans-national. 

Similarly, the world view about Afghanistan’s political system has been profoundly 
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changed. Similarly, Taliban will have to transform their military movement with 

attractive manifesto for all segments of Afghan society. So that there can be success in 

country’s elections procedures.   The regional stability is a shared responsibility and 

Pakistan has been in contact with other regional states for the issue of Afghanistan. 

Pakistan realizes that immediate role has to be played by the regional stakeholders in the 

peace process of Afghanistan. The neighbours of Afghanistan will benefit the most from 

stability in Afghanistan and will suffer the most otherwise. In addition, Pakistan has been 

providing developmental support to Afghanistan in the fields of education, health, and 

agriculture and communication infrastructure. Despite economic difficulties at home, 

Pakistan has provided 4000 scholarships to Afghan students, built 3 hospitals and other 

health facilities, constructed Torkham-Jalalabad highway and donated telecom and 

electricity systems to Afghanistan. Pakistan also assisted Afghanistan in capacity building 

in diverse fields including agriculture, banking, marketing and diplomacy. Pakistan has 

been hosting a huge number of Afghan refugees and is in search of their successful 

dignified repatriation. Pakistan remains committed to close political and economic 

relations with neighbouring Iran despite pressure from Saudi Arabia and America. Both 

the countries realise that sectarian and ethnic issues are regional fault lines and therefore 

agreed to form a joint mechanism for border security. Pakistan has always made efforts 

to play a neutral and conciliatory role between Saudi Arabia and Iran and avoid direct 

involvement in Yemen conflict. Pakistan is also in contact with Iran along with all other 

neighbours of Afghanistan on Afghan issue to help the country in achieving peace and 

stability.  

I thank you all. 

Speaker 3 

Prof. Dr. Saleem Mazhar, Pro-Vice-Chancellor, University of the Punjab, Lahore 

Topic: Enhancing Academic Cooperation between Pakistan and ASEAN Member 

States 

Thank you very much for giving me this opportunity. I am the Pro-Vice Chancellor and 

the Patron in Chief of University of Punjab (PU). Furthermore, as the head of Regional 

Integration Centre (RIC), it is my privilege to share our foremost endeavours. RIC is keen 
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to academically integrate the various academic domains of universities throughout the 

region. 

 

We aim to enhance education and apply its prospects with various academic 

collaboration under the oldest university of Pakistan, the University of Punjab. The 

university was established in 1882. Before moving on to the presentation let me share a 

bit about myself. I am Post Doctorate on Academic, Cultural and Literary Relation of the 

Central and South Asia, from School of Oriental and Afr8ican Studies (SOAS) University 

of London. I have done my PhD in Persian Language and Literature from Tehran 

University Oran. Previously I have served as Dean Faculty of Oriental Learning, Director, 

and Area Study Centre for South Asian studies, PU. I also remained the Former Chairman 

of the Department of Persian in same university PU. My key interest areas have been 

South and Central Asian Languages, literature, culture, history, Mysticism, International 

Relations, Regional Politics and Strategic Studies.   

             

I pay my humble gratitude to his Excellency, Ambassador Adam Tugio. In no small 

measure, Pakistan would like to extend it humble gratitude to Republic of Indonesia for 

its continued support in connecting Pakistan and Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations (ASEAN) and to maintaining Pakistan’s position with ASEAN to ever increasing 

domains of mutual cooperation. Both states have come a long way in their bilateral 
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integration after their successful implementation of Double Taxation Avoidance 

Agreement between Indonesia and Pakistan signed under the auspices of ASEAN in 1990-

91. Pakistan would also like to extend its humble gratitude to Malaysia for always 

supporting Pakistan in its ability to connect and learn from ASEAN’s experiences in the 

field of education and training as well as in developing a mutual process for technical and 

vocational learning for skill development; a backbone for sustainable development. 

        

 

 Moreover, the potential of research and academic as well as vocational expertise is also 

significantly housed within Indo-Pacific due to its high population density compensated 

with a proactive diaspora base comprising of professional and workforce rendering 

essential services. ASEAN Statistical Book Year 2020 outlines the goals and targets for the 

ASEAN member states to achieve sustainable development. These include maintain the 

steady increase in literacy rates and management of academic proficiency and increasing 

gender parity in educational institutions as a means to curb discriminatory trends 

towards lack of access for women to education. Maintenance of steady control and 

reduction in unemployment for workforce residing within ASEAN member states. 

Sustainable development of major fields of employment (agriculture, services, essential 

workforce, industry and production). Maintenance of effective Pupil-Teacher ratio at 

primary and secondary level education to ensure maximum proficiency of basic 

education. Reduction in infant mortality and maternal mortality ratios to provide 

effective healthcare beyond traditional services. Effective growth in immunization and 

disease prevention through developments in the field of biotechnology and related 

subjects. Now we discuss the Pakistan relationship with ASEAN. Pakistan and ASEAN 

have a longstanding relation when Pakistan was accorded a Sectoral Dialogue Status in 

1993 with establishment of ASEAN-Pakistan Sectoral Dialogue Relations in 1997. Now 
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moving on to ASEAN-Pakistan Joint Sectoral Committee. ASEAN-Pakistan Joint Sectoral 

Cooperation Committee (AP-JSCC) during its meeting signed several agreements, out of 

which one of them is related to human resources development, Pakistan offers annual 10 

fully-funded scholarships in information technology, banking, engineering and medicine 

for students from ASEAN Member States. Pakistan has also offered scholarships in an 

English Language Training Program for CLMV countries such as, Cambodia, Laos, 

Myanmar, and Vietnam. More meetings as follow-ups can also be tailored to 

accommodate educational institutions of both regions to discuss possible series of 

cooperative arrangements that can be implemented. 

 

So, what is the way-forward? Pakistan can engage with ASEAN in jointly acting to fulfil 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as introduced by the United Nations. Pakistan can 

benefit from ASEAN’s extensive efforts in enhancing quality of their primary level 

education, secondary level education, intractability at higher education between 

educational institutions, shared vision to collectively enhance knowledge-base in 

Information and Communications Technology (ICT). Furthermore, it also includes 

introduction of higher education and learning/training initiatives (scholarships, training 

institutes and technical education workshops) in Pakistan-ASEAN Practical Cooperation 

Areas (PCA) and ASEAN Integration Work plans and capacity building through 

entrepreneurial skill development and community building. 
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Now, to discuss joint collaboration. Pakistan and ASEAN have individually and 

independently committed to United Nations Sustainable Development Goals and where 

each goal can be autonomously achieved, such goals also serve to provide space for 

integration. Indo-Pacific connectivity is already a requisite medium of providing liminal 

space for human development and in sharing experiences and such initiatives require 

maximum consolidation of academic and intellectual sharing. To describe the details of 

academic collaboration I would like to share that Pakistan has a growing academic base 

but its progress is slowed by deficiency of regional partners that can assist such growth. 

A possible induction of scholarships and exchange programs with ASEAN member states 

can propel Pakistan’s academic requirements and can allow ASEAN to benefit from 

Pakistan’s budding expertise in information and communications technology. This gives 

me the opportunity to further share about the University of Punjab.   Established in 1882 

at Lahore, the University of the Punjab (PU) is the largest and the oldest seat of higher 

learning in Pakistan. It was the first to be established in the sub-continent. It is located in 

the historical and culturally alive city of Lahore; PU has played a leading role in higher 

education in Pakistan.  

 

The University strives to provide a conducive environment for the pursuit of the 

academic activities. On account of its quality degrees, pleasant environment and low 

tuition fees the University remains the institution of first choice for admission seeking 

students. Two Nobel laureates are from University of the Punjab speaks volumes for its 
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academic and research excellence. As for the year 2021 University of the Punjab is ranked 

at 178th in the QS Asia Universities. The University is also ranked at 62% in QS world 

ranking in 2021.  

 

This is the screenshot of that ranking which was announced latest. University rapidly 

developed. We jumped seventeen steps and it is unbelievable. Speed speaks about the 

hard work and research excellence of the university. University of the Punjab has five 

campuses. One is Allama Iqbal Campus in downtown of the city, Lahore. The other is 

Quaid-i-Azam Campus in Southern part of the city, Lahore. It is vast and lush green 

campus. We have a Gujranwala Campus, at Gujranwala city, some 90km away from GT 

road towards Islamabad. We have a Jhelum Campus in mid of Lahore and Islamabad and 

we have Khanaspur Campus (Summer Campus) near Murree in Northern Hilly Areas. 

 

University of Punjab has restructured. We had thirteen faculties last year. Now, we have 

19 faculties.  These are; Faculty of Arts & Humanities. Faculty of Behavioral & Social 

Sciences. Faculty of Information & Media Studies. Faculty of Commerce. Faculty of 

Business, Economics and Administrative Sciences. Faculty of Electrical, Energy & 
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Environmental Engineering. Faculty of Quality & Industrial Systems Engineering. Faculty 

of Chemical & Materials Engineering. Faculty of Education. Faculty of Health Sciences. 

Faculty of Islamic Studies. Faculty of Law. Faculty of Life Sciences. Faculty of Agricultural 

Sciences. Faculty of Oriental Learning. Faculty of Pharmacy. Faculty of Sciences. Faculty 

of Geo-Sciences. Faculty of Computing & Information Technology and four Independent 

Centres are also working under the University. We have more than 150 programs. 

Interested candidates can go to the website of the university which is very simple 

http://www.pu.edu.pk/ . All required information is available over there. 

Now, I shall talk about establishment of the Regional Integration Centre (RIC). We are 

very thankful for this particular matter to Mr. Khalid and his team. Keeping in view the 

significance of the regional integration there is a need to establish a platform that 

provides long term opportunities for the regional countries to cooperate in social, 

economic, political and cultural domains. For this purpose, University of the Punjab, 

Lahore in collaboration with the Center for Global & Strategic Studies, Islamabad plans to 

establish the regional integration centre on Eurasia’, so as to enhance the connectivity 

with regional countries in spheres of education, culture, media, policymaking, economy, 

ecology, security, technology, research, sustainable goal development, human capacity 

development, and law fare. 

 

The Regional Integration Centre (RIC) envisions a prosperous, inclusive, resilient, and 

sustainable region with strengthened relations with the regional states to act as a bridge 

between Pakistan and Eurasia in particular and beyond in general. The Regional 

Integration Centre's mission is to attract international students, enhance academic 

exchange, strengthen and broaden research on regional issues and cooperation between 

Pakistan and Eurasia. RIC aims to become a regional integration model that it seeks to 

http://www.pu.edu.pk/
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acquire by actively collaborating with regional countries in various sectors and creating 

joint institutions for consultation and decision-making in the region and beyond. The 

center will develop a concept of shared community for regional prosperity. 

 Our objectives are to attract international students in all departments, centres, colleges 

and institutes of PU. To provide a one-window operations to facilitate international 

students seeking admissions at PU. To initiate joint projects for mutual academic 

exchange and development, especially for the youth. To organize various national and 

international conferences, workshops and seminars etc. To engage international experts/ 

analysts to provide their input in global socio-political and economic domains. To 

promote cultural and linguistic ties within the region. To excel in the multifarious 

research including social sciences, law, health, education, climate change, peace and 

security, media, technology, and so forth in collaboration with the regional countries. To 

develop strategies and framework to counter the future regional and global security 

challenges and threats. To engage international experts/ analysts to provide their input 

in global socio-political and economic domains. To promote cultural and linguistic ties 

within the region. To excel in the multifarious research including Social Sciences, Law, 

Health, Education, Climate change, Peace and Security, Media, Technology, and so forth 

in collaboration with the regional countries. To develop strategies and framework to 

counter the future regional and global security challenges and threats. Thankyou very 

much.  

 

Speaker 4 

Prof. Dr. Saeed-Ul-Hassan Chishti, Vice-Chancellor, University of Sialkot 

Topic: Improving Industrial Cooperation through ASEAN’s Integrated Framework: 

Prospects for Pakistan’s SMEs (Small and medium-sized enterprises) 

Bismillah-ir-Rahman-ir-Rahim. His Excellency, Adam Togio, Ambassador of Republic of 

Indonesia, honourable diplomats, participants from academia and industry and all 

dignitaries, Assalam o alaikum. It is really an immense pleasure for us that we are 

gathered here for mutual cooperation and opportunities from the platform of ASEAN and 

CGSS. I am Dr Chishti, Vice Chancellor of University of Sialkot. I would like to give a very 



 

23 
 

 Report of Dialogue with Experts 

brief description about my university.  My university was established in 2018. It is a very 

young university, but a very fast-growing university during this short span of time. We 

are offering different disciplines under the faculty of management sciences; engineering, 

sciences, law social sciences and. We are also planning to start medical sciences so soon, 

In Sha Allah will be moving forwards towards the offering of medical sciences. We have 

many good collaborations with many universities of Europe, UK, Malaysia, Turkey and 

China. We have faculty from these countries as well. During COVID, even we offered 

education and scholarship to the students. Our university is located in the Golden 

Triangle i.e., Sialkot, Gujranwala and Gujrat. These three cities form a Golden Trica i.e., 

the hub of industries and having a very good potential for Pakistan as well as for ASEAN 

countries. Now I will move forward towards my presentation “The University Vision.” 

University of Sialkot aspires of the academic excellence and the pursuit of quality 

research.  It focuses to foster the culture of creativity and innovation by keeping pace with 

the contemporary trends in academia. Our Mission- provision of quality education to the 

students and enhancing their cognitive and problem-solving skills. Inculcating learning 

patterns to form entrepreneurship culture in collaboration with Industry. 

   

 

Now, I will move to the topic of relations between Pakistan and ASEAN. It is an inter-

governmental organization of ten Southern Asian countries; Brunei, Cambodia, 
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Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam. The bloc’s 

biggest success has been promoting economic integration among members. August 8, 

1967, marks the historic day when five South East Asia nations forged a common platform 

premised on the basic principles of cooperation, amity and non-interference. Pakistan 

enjoys close, friendly ties with all ASEAN members, and an active member of the ASEAN 

Regional Forum.   

 

Now, looking towards Pakistan’s Foreign Policy towards ASEAN. In recent times, there 

has been a renewed diplomatic appetite to revamp Pakistan’s foreign policy after gradual 

breakthroughs in democratic transitions, political stability, coupled with successes in the 

war against terrorism. The economic liberalization of Pakistan, despite the recurring 

domestic roadblocks, has also enabled Pakistan to formulate a conducive foreign policy.  

 

 Here I shall discuss some aspects holding importance of SMEs.  The SME sector in 

Pakistan plays an extremely important part in modern economy, proving to be the most 

attractive and tremendous innovative system. These small businesses contribute 

towards mushrooming growth in Economy, strengthening the backbone of any 

developing country.  Looking towards SMEs in Pakistan. In Pakistan SMEs account for 
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99% of over 3.2 million business enterprises and have 35 percent share in value addition; 

Sialkot, Gujranwala, Faisalabad, Gujrat, Lahore, Karachi, Multan are the famous cities of 

Pakistan recognized as hub of SMEs, 905 of SMEs are working in these cities. Important 

Sectors- textile, leather, surgical, sports, horticulture/fruits and vegetables, fisheries and 

agriculture.  

     

 

It is worth mentioning that Sialkot region is very famous for quality rice cultivation in the 

world.  Following are the salient features of SMEs of Pakistan:  a) Structure- Flexible and 

entrepreneurial organizational structure. b) Management- many years of personal 

experience of running own business. High motivation in developing the business, creating 

friendly environment in the firm. c) Marketing- Access o effective advertising tools. d) 

Technology- IT skills, sports and surgical equipment. e) Resources- Strong family 

support. High rate of profitability. Local distribution channels (supply chains). 

 

 Now, as we discuss constraints, there are financial constraints, high labour cost and 

dwindling of funds. Furthermore, lack of skilled human resources, poor marketing 

strategies and management, lack of inability to adapt to new technology and lack of 

managerial education. So, where there are constraints, there are also opportunities. It 
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includes innovation and intellectual property rights, opportunity of franchise and joint 

venture with other organizations.  Furthermore, government building special Industrial 

Zones to help the business flourish. SMEs can build their reputation through getting 

quality certificates. Now we discuss a few things regarding Pakistan and bilateral trade. 

Pakistan’s total bilateral trade with ASEAN of around 6.3 billion dollars suggests scaling 

up its economic engagement with ASEAN through its member-states. Under the umbrella 

of Belt and Road initiative of China, CPEC has emerged as engine of growth for regional 

countries. Inclusion of ASEAN in BRI will be hallmark in regional integration that will be 

key to unlock the doors of industrial growth and human development especially by means 

of small and medium enterprises in order to enhance people to people ties.  

   

 

Here we can have cooperation. Facilitate the promotion of trade and investment relations 

between ASEAN and Pakistan, including among others, though, exchange of visits by 

chambers of Commerce, opening financial institutes, regional workshops, conferences, 

business fora, and other relevant activities. Easy access of micro-finance: facilitation and 

provision of Micro finance to SMEs by collaboration of financial institutions of ASEAN and 

Pakistan. So that we can have people to people ties, institutional ties with universities and 

other institution for exploring and exploiting more opportunities. Thank you very much 

for listening me with patience.  
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Speaker 5 

Mr. Shakeel Ramay, Member Board of Advisors, CGSS, Islamabad 

Topic: CPEC and Prospects for ASEAN Countries 

Thank you for giving me this opportunity and I am also thankful to the Center for Global 

and Strategic Studies. First of all, a brief overview of ASEAN countries.  

 

 

 

So, I will talk about two things quickly in this area. 1) What are the ambitions of Southeast 

Asian countries? what are the prospects to reach the next level of development in coming 

years. So, on one side they have aspirations and ambitions. 
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On the other hand, they have opportunities. Regional Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership (RCEP). If we look at the spectrum and how much it is, how much important 

it is in terms of international economy investment. We look at the spectrum is account for 

30% of the global GDP-RCEP. And second, it's a 30% population, 2.3 billion and 28% of 

the global trade.  

 

By keeping in your mind these two statistics and third, one is a global investment. Three 

things we have to keep in mind. This is existing potential of existing statistics of this 

region when will be joining hands in RCEP, when it be functional. So, this potential will 

be increased. Definitely. You have seen success towards the financing, investment and to 

trade with those countries. In this context the question is then why ASEAN would come 

towards the CPEC? They have their own ambitions which qualify further for the new 

markets but simultaneously they have a huge opportunity. They are part of RCEP and we 
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are going to sell China under CPEC, to the ASEAN region and ASEAN region already have 

a comprehensive agreement with them. So, in this context we have to look why ASEAN 

country should come forward for the CPEC and what is different?  What they can get from 

a CPEC that is they are joining it and what Pakistan gets from this? Number one: They 

have complementarities and potentials in our markets. I will explain it further. Second 

point is competitiveness. If ASEAN joins CPEC then their competitiveness in the global 

market will be increased. I will share the statistics so you can make your own analysis. 

One, where we have the complementarities? We have complementarities at electronics. 

Pakistan imports the electronics and ASEAN is the one which exports the electronics.  We 

have complementarities both at gas and coal. From the coal, if you look at Indonesia as 

one of the biggest exporters of the pool in the world and it's contributing to a good share 

in International GDP and Pakistan is important especially for the new plants. Then gas. 

Myanmar, they have the extraordinary reserve of gas. Then we have cereal and halal 

meat. This is very important market because if we look at that, what is going to be the 

magnitude of halal food market, it would be trillion in the next one or two decades. So, we 

have experience in technology. Pakistan has this you can say, raw material meat and the 

dairy products also. We can work together. In cotton we are already doing the business 

but in special economic zones when we are talking about, we can learn from the 

experience of Vietnam. Vietnam is one of the leading textile exporters in the world and 

they have a technology and they have the experience also. Then textile, apparels and 

edible oils. We are importing edible oils. But Pakistan can also establish edible oil here in 

Pakistan, if we get the cooperation from there. Then are fruits and nuts. Fish is very 

important commodity. We have to keep in mind so we can make a good business, if we go 

for the joint ventures here. Then the raw hides and this.  
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Now, I shall discuss about the pharmaceutical products. I will not talk about much but I 

just gave you one example that was not for reference to ASEAN country but some other. I 

was talking to South African ambassador about Pakistan and South Africa potential. He 

narrated a very different story to me. He said that we bought pharmaceutical products 

from Germany. We bought sports products from Germany. They were showing the good 

the pharmaceutical products and sports products. They were coming from Pakistan to 

Germany and then to the South Africa. Maybe this is the case of some ASEAN country. It 

will become very expensive to buy the product from third countries. Why not? We build 

our own you can say the linkages. Then our enhanced competitiveness. These are the four 

points you can talk. I will talk more about the first point in the latter slides. 

Transportation, cheap labour, then the quality raw material between food industry, 

textile industry, leather industry and nascent industrialization. These are the four areas 

ASEAN can benefit. How?   
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If they go for CPEC route, what is the difference? We have identified six routes in the 

world. We are getting the business side now. This is the normal route if the shipment had 

to go from China to these destinations from the normal route, which they are already 

doing. But if they go for the CPEC, this is a seven day out of 27 days for Saudi Arabia. But 

with Netherland, Germany and France now the difference if they go for CPEC. For a month 

20 days less. For Saudi Arabia, 21 days, for Kuwait 24 days less and for Netherlands 21 

days, Germany 21 days and France 21 days. Now you are in business. You can calculate 

what the cost of each shipment if they are in the sea. And these calculations we also 

expanded towards the how much cost can be saved. In Oman, if they go for normal route, 

it will cost per container, not shipment, it will cost 3417 dollars. But if they go for a CPEC 

route, it is 1,560$. What is the saving? Same is true, for Saudi Arabia. I'm going through it 

quickly. So, you can see the difference. Now if even, they bring the product which has been 

produced in Shanghai then they will be able to save the money, rather than going is 

something they are producing at a shore of the Shanghai. If they use the CPEC route, even 

then they will to making money and they are saving money and in fact also saving the 

days. This is the chart. In this context, we feel if ASEAN countries, established industries, 

Special Economic Zones are interested to invest in agriculture sector, so then they will be 

exporting what they will be. I just show you this example like Gwadar Port and Hamburg.  

 

 

We take only 29.4 days.  If we talk about Bangkok-47 days. It means 14 days can be saved. 

When it talks about Singapore-40 days. And then we talk about Indonesia-45 days. And if 

we talk about Veitnam-47 days. If one shipment has to reach from these countries to 

Hamburg, Germany.  
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You can calculate yourself and it needs a study to be calculated so that we can have an 

exact figure. What is saving on per container? Why I selected Germany and ASEAN? 

Because ASEAN export to European Union is 20 billion Euro. And if you look at that 

import that is 69billion Euro. They are heavy, surplus of 51 billion Euro.  

 

I just give you an example of one region. Now, you can bring this example to the Middle 

East not to Africa. Even in the case of the Quwait, which is looking for food, we do not 

have to cross third country. We are just we have a few hours in order to reach there.   
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This is a statistic which shows that we can enhance competitiveness by keeping in mind 

what are the areas of cooperation? Our complementarities and hence competent 

opportunities. Number one, we can work in industry. Textile- we can work in the textile. 

We can work in electronics; we can work in energy sector. Right now, I don't think so we 

are importing from Indonesia, but we can look, also for the greenery avenues as we can 

look. Then financial. We have to admit certain countries in South and Southeast Asian 

countries, they are very well equipped with modern tools of the financial systems and the 

area that will have better experience to click in that investment. If we work jointly so we 

can work something here in Pakistan. Then agriculture, especially the halal food market. 

We can jointly invest in this. Pakistan is already importing oil and edible oil from 

Indonesia, Malaysia. 

 

 

 Pakistan already have started to build a new factory of automobiles in Pakistan. We can 

also work for the tourism. This is very important because if you look at the statistics how 

much the Southeast Asia region is earning from the tourism and the capability and skills 

in the tourism sector. It's immense. We have no comparison in this, but, on other hand, 

we have all flavours of the nature; starting from the Himalayan going to the sea deserts, 

plains, mountains, whatever you want in one country.  These are the flavours which 

people go to the different countries to enjoy. But we have in one country, we have these 

are flavours. So, where we need cooperation? Skills, modern skills. How to build this 

sector? We need financial resources and branding and marketing. The branding and 

marketing in Pakistan in every sector, needs to be upgraded, but especially in the tourism. 

Why? I say these are important areas and on how we can make a difference? Because 

somehow our culture is very identical to each other. Not exactly same, but they are very 

common, many commonalities. We understand limitations. For example, what would be 
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done in case of the Pakistan, we are pre-dominantly a Muslim country, so they can also 

suggest us something. What can be Muslim country in the tourism sector? What is the 

don’ts and what are the dos? On the basis of that these are the few areas. But as if you 

look at the CPEC exactly, CPEC are the same areas. So that it presents us a win-win 

solution. Why I say CPEC? Because in the CPEC we are putting more focus on CPEC and 

giving special treatment to the companies and the countries which are joining the CPEC.  

 

You can avoid the other hurdles or the time during which it happens in any company, not 

only in Pakistan. But you can come to a CPEC, you can go very quickly and you can benefit 

from the new opportunities. It is not out of blue but I am saying that you should join the 

CPEC. We have areas of cooperation which we will discuss more about it, but CPEC 

presents the opportunity in those same areas, in which area we have the 

complementarities and the potential. And there we can also save the money and hit the 

competitiveness. And I suggest at the end we need to do one study on the competitiveness 

and complementarities. We should not go like blindly to something like that or we should 

have to go. No! We must understand complementary in depth, but we have to see the 

production and supply chain, where we are compatible. But, what amount of money can 

be saved on the shipment and the transportation which will enhance the competitiveness 

of the product. And lastly, we need to work on complementarities. Important thing is 

acknowledging each other’s strength. We need to that we should not say like that 

everything we have, we should acknowledge each other steps.  
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And lastly, between corporation. The corporation should not be like that I get everything 

you get nothing. If you come up with this proposal, everybody their choices. If you 

representing mutual cooperation that would help out. Thank you so much.  

 

Speaker 6 

Mr. Muhammad Rehan Yunus, Executive Director, University of Sialkot 

Bismillah Ir Rahman Ir Rahim. Ladies and gentlemen Assalam o alaikum. I am Muhammad 

Rehan Yunus, Executive Director, and University of Sialkot. It has been a great honour 

speak in front of this audience. First of all, I would like to thank Major General Hafiz 

Masroor Ahmad, Vice President, and Center for Global and Strategic Studies, Islamabad. 

His Excellency, Mr. Adam Tugio, the Ambassador of Republic of Indonesia. The diplomats, 

the strategists, analysts, economists, the academicians for the gained interest in 

enhancing the academic cooperation between Pakistan and ASEAN Member States. It is 

great pleasure for me to talk about CPEC and the role of Universities Industrial 

Collaboration Initiative. Ladies and gentlemen. As is world with opportunities on the 

ground and nations equipped with the higher chances of success in all means and secure 

high pedestal in the Committee of the Nations. These opportunities come in the form of 

the leadership, the physical resources and geo economic conditions and so on. CPEC 

furnishes the Asians with the opportunity for unprecedented economic growth. It must 

be capitalized and used to bring about prosperity, equality and wellbeing for all countries 

in the region. Universities and industries of the nations connected through CPEC and BRI 

can enhance the positive effect of CPEC. They can also supply the instruments of growth 

in the form of policy advocacy, policy analysis, trying to venture, human resource 

trainings and new investments and innovative products. We the University of Sialkot 

proposed that there should be a Framework of Reference for Universities Industrial 
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Collaboration Initiative (UICI) on CPEC projects and ideas. This can be referred to an UICI 

reference for framework on CPEC. This framework should set guidelines, propose roles, 

share rewards and incentives to each party work under UICI Framework of Reference for 

CPEC. This framework will help class all stakeholders and ensure sustainability and 

consistency in the working relationship. This will boost cooperation and enable all of us 

to stay connected and inspired. This framework will connect all universities and 

distributions of the countries connected through CPEC and BRI. So, University of Sialkot 

offers proactive role in developing Universities Industrial Collaboration Initiative on 

CPEC framework called UICI Framework of Reference for CPEC. Dear dignities, the 

dynamic collaboration of universities and industries for CPEC initiatives can truly make 

the 21st century a century of Asia. So, let’s do it together. Thank you.  

 

Comments 

H.E. Mr. Nguyen Tien Phong, Ambassador of the Vietnam to Pakistan 

I would like express my sincere thanks for giving me floor and opportunity to talk and 

give some suggestions. I would like to give a very comprehensive picture about the 

Pakistan and ASEAN collaboration. Now, ASEAN has ten members. There is cooperation 

and development and I think it is very important to have discussion on three main topics. 

First, the academia networking between ASEAN and Pakistan. Second, creating 

awareness is significant for enhancing people-to-people contacts and promote academic 

cooperation. Thereby, we should identify the area of mutual cooperation, prioritize them 

and work step by step towards progress. Last one is, we should push the relation between 

Pakistan and ASEAN. We have foundation of bilateral cooperation between Pakistan and 

any country of ASEAN. Then we need to have awareness i.e., the most important purpose 

of today’s conference. For example, when I came here, I met many communities and it is 

my job to bring awareness because from the people I met not many knew about Vietnam. 

So, people need to build connection. This can be done through sports, education etc. and 

we should promote academia connection. This is the first thing. The second thing is the 

economic collaboration. For this trade and investments are very important. If we want to 

have cooperation, we should have bilateral relations in which economic investment are 

every important.  We need to have study on the impact of the CPEC. We need to invite 
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expert from CPEC to ASEAN countries. We give support to Pakistan in Afghan Peace 

Process as well.  We should know each other, understand each other. Then we should 

identify places from economic, academics, social areas etc. and then build ties between 

ASEAN countries and Pakistan.   Thank You. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS  
 

Following recommendations to foster academic/intellectual cooperation between 

ASEAN-Pakistan are emanated from the expert deliberations during the dialogue session: 

1. To organize an international conference at University of the Punjab, Lahore to 

create awareness for the prospects of broader collaboration between ASEAN 

region and Pakistan.  

2. To establish of ASEAN Study Forum at the Regional Integration Center (RIC), 

University of the Punjab, Lahore, Pakistan.  

3. To establish industrial -entrepreneur linkages with ASEAN countries and 

Pakistan. 

4. Sialkot is the hub of SMEs and industrial activities. Therefore, the platform has 

decided to enhance business connection with the collaboration of Eurasian 

Industrial Research Center, University of Sialkot, Sialkot.   

5. To arrange experts/scholars visits from ASEAN member countries to Pakistan 

with the collaboration of Center for Global & Strategic Studies (CGSS), Islamabad 

and University of the Punjab, Lahore. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


