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Coronavirus has now badly damaged the global economy. Fears of an acute recession
are haunting regional economies as well as their alliances. COVID-19 has now
emerged as one of the biggest non-state actorG security threat. It is also serving

regional as well as security repercussions. Although, it is a new fglobal levellero
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because of its fimmense globaloreach and potential of devastation still humanity is at
the mercy of elements of planned socio-economic marginalization, sanctions, political

isolation, human rights violation and last but not least, perpetual apartheid.

Despite US and western media propaganda, China has merged as i the last hope 0.
China is helping out more than 100 countries around the globe to fight against
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic with a supply of medical staff, modern equipment,
medicines and financial assistance. Chinese President Xi called various EU head of the
states and offered his unconditional support to curb the ongoing COVID-19. The
Chinese government has also sent financial assistance, medical staff, gadgetries and
artificial intelligence installations to Pakistan for further strengthening its capacity to

fight against COVID-19.

From religious clergy to showbiz stars, from intellectuals to mediocre masses, from
researchers to functionalists and from rulers to rural monads everybody is pleading to
have a figlobal responseo free from any discrimination, marginalization, bigotry,
hatred and cruelty against COVID-19. They all call the world to show solidarity and
care for each other. However, various powerful countries and arrogant leaders are not
showing any solidarity to rescue the struggling people and communities from COVID-

19 epidemic.

Despite repeated requests of the government of Pakistan to lift socio-economic

sanctions against Iran, the US administration seems to be not ready to give some
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comfort and ease to Iran to fight against COVID-19 due to which despite sincere

efforts of the Iranian government, the death toll is on the rise.

Out of its super power fiobsessiono and fiwise man syndrome,o the US is not ready to
seek guidance and help from Cuba which with the collaboration of China has made a
very effective medicine for COVID-19. So, every state of the US is going to besieged
because of the constant denial of US government and uninterrupted political

inflexibility towards CUBA and China.

Israel the fchampion of illegal occupationd has rejected to ease out
coronavirus infections and showed no intention of easing apartheid to make sure

Palestinians can face the epidemic under more humane and suitable conditions.

Despite ongoing global survival crisis in the shape of coronavirus infections and
fipolitical debacleo within Israel, the forces of darkness and destruction are on the
move to launch raids on various people and communities living in the Issawiya
neighborhood in East Jerusalem and home demolitions in places like Kafr Qasim

village and the destruction of crops in Bedouin communities in the Nagab desert.

According to the latest information (March 25, 2020), four Palestinian prisoners have
been tested positive for COVID-19, the Israeli government has so far refused to heed
calls to release the 5,000 Palestinians including 180 children. The Palestine authority
and its people do not expect any mercy from Israel to lift the incapacitating siege on

the Gaza Strip, which has annihilated its public services.
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Moreover, in a political move, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has tried to
exclude the Palestinian Joint List from the formation of an emergency unity
government to tackle the outbreak which may be taken as an act of sever apartheid.
On the other hand, as its mentor, US (China Virus rhetoric) and Israel have been quick

to represent Palestinians as carriers of the virus and a threat to public health.

The Palestinian Ministry of Health (PMH) announced the confirmed first seven cases of
the coronavirus in the occupied Palestinian territory; Israeli Defense minister Naftali
Bennett was quick to shut down the city of Bethlehem, where all the cases were
located. On the other hand, some members of the Jewish population of Israel

outrightly refused to shut down religious schools and businesses.

It seems that apart from the century old systematic subjugation and discernment,
during the COVID-19 epidemic, Palestinians will be facing another consequence of

occupation and apartheid.

Right from the beginning, Palestinians have not been allowed to establish their health
system. Initial the British discouraged the formation of a Palestinian-run healthcare
sector. Subsequently, the British colonialists and various Western missionaries
established medical facilities in these areas. Meanwhile, the Jewish settlers were
allowed to set up their healthcare system, funded generously from abroad and run

independently of the mandate.
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Unfortunately, Palestinians have been at the receiving end due to which many
missionaries have left and closed down their clinics during World War Il and after
1948, the British withdrew, leaving behind an ill-performing healthcare infrastructure.
In 1949, Egypt annexed Gaza. The following year, Jordan did the same with the West
Bank. Over the next 17 years, Cairo and Amman provided for the Palestinian
population living under their rule, but they did not establish a well-functioning

healthcare system.

The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) in the
Near East had to step up its services, providing primary healthcare, while the

Palestinians have started building a network of charitable healthcare facilities.

With just 1.23 beds per 1,000 people, 2,550 working doctors, less than 20 intensive
care specialists and less than 120 ventilators in all public hospitals, the occupied West
Bank is facing a public health disaster if the authorities do not contain the spread of

COVID-19.

The situation in the West Bank may seem bleak, but the one in the Gaza Strip is simply
catastrophic. The United Nations announced that the strip will be unlivable by 2020. It
is now 2020 and the residents of the Gaza Strip apart from inhuman living conditions -

are now also facing a COVID-19 outbreak.

Occupied Kashmir is another prime example of Indian fhegemonic apartheido. Many

cases of COVID-19 have been detected in the valley but still, Indian authorities and
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forces are not ready to relax the lives of besieged Kashmiris. The people of occupied
Kashmiris are under blockade for the last 250 days and even basic rights and
necessities of life have not been in reach of them. It has now labelled as fibiggest jailo
of the world. It fears that without normalcy, a fthuman catastropheo may outbreak in

the valley of beauty, Kashmir where beasts are treating the people like bandits.

Unfortunately, widespread of COVID-19 has also produced a fiwidening gapo between
various communities in the world and Pakistan is not any exception. Unsterilized Shia
devotees of Pakistan returned recently from Iran and have created a serious security
threat in many parts of the country. Public anger is on the rise among the other local
communities which may trigger ethnic chaos in the country. Uncontrolled
mobilization of TablighiJamaat (the outreach society or the society for
spreading faith) is also getting momentum in spreading COVID-19 in the country. So
faith and factualism are inching towards a fatal collide in the country which may

create a serious security threat in the days to come.

World and regions are now at the mercy of a global response full of solidarity against
COVID-19 but it seems that world superpowers, movers and shakers are not ready to
listen to the weakening voices of struggling people and communities alike. They still
believe in brutal persuasions of apartheid, socio-economic marginalization and last

but not least, sanctions.
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From Pope to Pop, from reformists to traditionalists, from communisms to
communalism, socialism to capitalism every actor of the human survival on this planet
is requesting for global coordination and regional collaboration against COVID-19. Let
us hope against hope that doves of peace and harmony may fly high to shun
horrendous crimes against struggling humanity in Palestine, Kashmir, Nagorno-
Karabakh, Northern Cyprus, Syria, Yemen and Sudan because Coronavirus has

become a new political leveller. It may be.
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