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Indiaés Efforts to Attain NSG Status
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Rafeal Mariano Grossi the former chairman of Nuclear Supplier Group (NSG) recently
proposed a new draft for the countries interested in attaining the membership with
the NSG. According to this new draft a state can get a membership of the group
without even signing the NPT (Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty). Prior to that it was
obligatory for a state to be a signatory of NPT to become a member of the group.
Basically the draft is anticipated to accommodate India to get the membership of
NSG. These India specific proposed changes are alarming for Pakistan, as well as for
the rest of the world, which may further complicate Pakistan& security concerns vis-

a-vis of India. As the analysts of regional security evaluates the pro-India move of
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NSG by proposing the draft, it is expected that this will further enhance an arms race
in South Asia, where the motives of the West are certainly clear which is to
strengthen the military might of India to undermine Pakistan and Chinas mutual
endeavours. Through the proposed draft the West estimates that it will be very
difficult for Pakistan to cope up with Indiaé growing nuclearization and military

modernization; however such estimates do not prove to be right always.

Although the draft prevents India from blocking Pakistan from attaining the
membership by proposing that fione non-NPT member state should reach an
understanding not to block consensus on membership for another non-NPT
member stated. But in order to do civil nuclear trade with NSG member states
Pakistan is in need to win a separate NSG exemption from the full scope safeguard

requirement.

NSG was formed in the wake of the
Indian Nuclear explosion in 1974. The
test was conducted due to the

clandestine diversion of nuclear

material and equipment obtained from

T e R

Indian Nuclear Explosion in 1947

US and Canada for peaceful civilian

purposes to weapons production. The tests clarified to the world that certain non-
weapon specific nuclear technology can be diverted for the production of weapons.
So the signatories of NPT decided to establish certain mechanism to further limit the

export of nuclear equipment, material or technology. The main aim and purpose
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behind the creation of this group was to control the spread of nuclear technology

by framing and implementing rules for exporting nuclear related technology.

India had been trying to gain membership of this group since 2008. Indiaé prime
motivation to seek access to the foreign nuclear fissile material was to focus and
divert its indigenous nuclear resources from civilian purposes to the development
of nuclear arsenals. Being backed by the US along with the support of few other
European states, India succeeded in getting a special waiver of NSG in 2008 that
entitled India of a legal right to trade civil nuclear technology under the nuclear
regulatory regime. This was viewed as an important stepping stone for India to
achieve an important power status or regional hegemony and a privileged

relationship with USA which India sought since long.

With the lifting of NSG embargo India gained a status of legally recognized Nuclear
Weapons State. Hitherto, only those states were permitted to join NSG to import
civilian nuclear fuels and technology who have placed all their nuclear facilities
under the inspections of IAEA safeguards and were the signatories of (NPT). But
allowing NSG waiver to India put a question on the legitimacy of nuclear non-
Proliferation Regime. This move by the world powers will undermine the credibility

of the NSG.

Why USA is Backing?

USA and its allied countries are supporting India to get a special status in the world
nuclear regulatory regime by claiming this issue as a civil nuclear trade to strengthen
ties with India in order to protect their strategic interest in the region. USA is

supporting India in order to contain China and to counter its growing influence in

3
www.cgss.com.pk

info@cgss.com.pk



http://www.cgss.com.pk/

the region. Moreover US is venturing in the Asia Pacific region and with India as an
ally it will be able to achieve its strategic objectives. The country specific waiver for
India proposed by the US is to facilitate the civilian nuclear cooperation agreement.
USA and India are jointly working on the development of a massive Indo-US trade in

advance armament and military technology.
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This waiver had permitted India to exponentially increase its fissile material stocks.
It is pertinent to mention that India desperately wants to import advanced

technology and nuclear fuel because of its limited uranium reserves.

India is planning for a new uranium enrichment facility aiming to expand its naval
capacity and is also pursuing thermo nuclear options to enhance its nuclear
weapons capability. Indian navel modernization and development of nuclear
capable submarines will benefit India to achieve second strike capability. Besides
that India is working on the development of Ballistic Missile Defence (BMD) System
and this membership will assist India in this regard. If this draft gets approved, then
India will be on the road to achieve regional hegemony and it will cause great

destruction at the regional level, due to the struggle for power.

However India& struggle to attain the NSG membership has again faced a strong

opposition from not only Pakistan but other members of the NSG including China.

www.cgss.com.pk

info@cgss.com.pk



http://www.cgss.com.pk/

China has opposed the grant of membership to India on the basis of the fact that
India has not signed NPT and in
order to become a member, a
state must be a signatory of NPT.
Besides that China made this
argument if India is allowed to
get membership then Pakistan
must also be allowed as there should be no discrimination among the nuclear rivals
of the region. As the objectives of the group will be undermined due to any such
discriminatory strategy and may lead to immeasurable operational and functional

drawbacks making it difficult to reconcile.

Pakistan has been raising its concerns over the discriminatory behaviour and
treatment extended to it by the
world powers in regards with NSG
membership. Pakistan is also
concerned about the
repercussions of this on the
security and stability of both the state in particular and of the region in general. On
the other hand Pakistan& nuclear weapons program is purely for defensive

purposes and Pakistan will only use
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