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Abstract:

India has been violating the fundamental human rights of the Kashmiri people since
1947. Nevertheless, the situation in the region got worse when the Bhartiya Janata
Party (BJP) revoked Article 370 and Article 35A, scrabbling the special status of Jammu
and Kashmir. India is committing massive human rights violations in Kashmir. These
incidents have made the international community question its secular claims. The rise
of Hindu nationalism and Hindu Chauvinism is leading to a new era of religious
extremism. The study analyses the upsurge of religiously inspired violations in India
since 2014. The paper further investigates the involvement of the state of India in
human rights violations in Indian occupied Kashmir. The paper is mainly divided into
three main parts. The first part discusses the rise of the Bhartiya Janata Party (BJP) and
Hindu Nationalism. The second part examines the security conditions in Jammu and
Kashmir since the revocation of Article 370 and Article 35A. The last part includes a
comprehensive assessment of recent events. The study also provides
recommendations for the peaceful resolution of the conflict. The nature of this research
is qualitative. The facts and information already available are being studied. For this,
secondary data has been collected through reputed websites, articles, journals, and

books have been used.
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1. Introduction:

The independence of the Sub-
continent from the British empire is

a momentous day for the citizens of
both Pakistan and India. It is a day [
when the people of the Sub- &
continent got independence almost

after the struggle of a century. It is

of no less importance to the international world as it marked the triumph of democracy.
Nevertheless, the minorities living in India didn” tknow that it is the start of an era that
will be darker than the British Raj. On 15" August 1947, India emerged as an
independent secular state on the world map. India is the second-most populous
country in the world with a multireligious and culturally varied society. Indian society
is characterized by religious pluralism as it is the birthplace of four major religions i.e.,
Hinduism, Sikhism, Buddhism, and Jainism'. Hindus account for the vast majority
followed by Muslims and Sikhs as the largest minorities. A small number of Christians
and Parsi minorities also live in India. According to the Indian constitution; India is a
secular, sovereign democratic republic adherent to the foundational principle of

Secularism’ . The principle of Secularism emphasizes the fact that the state of India will

not support or promote any religion and constitutionally the state of India has no

! Kronstadt, K. Alan. "India: Religious freedom issuésrtent Politicand Economics of South, Southeastern, and

Central Asi27, no. 1/2 (2018): 20237.
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religion. The constitution of India has many provisions on secularism. However, India
has followed a tortuous course of religious extremism that has grown dangerously
under Modi regime. The prevailing Hindu- Nationalism and the atrocities against

minorities in India has raised many questions about India’ s false fagade of secularism.

Many scholars claim India to be consociational under the rule of first Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru. Arend Lijphar in his article, The Puzzle of Indian Democracy: A
Consociational Interpretation, observed that India under the rule of Congress was more
consociational as it granted cultural autonomy to its religious and linguist minorities?.
However, long ago in 1939 by hoisting the Indian flag on the bank of river Ravi, Nehru
had proved that he is no less nationalist than any other Hindu. Hindu Nationalism is
born even before the partition of the subcontinent. Nehru’ s nationalist government
was unable to provide security to the migrants which resulted in a chaotic partition.

Millions of Muslims were killed further decaying the Congress notion of secularism.

In 2014, the Indian Prime Minister, Narender Modi, a Hindu Nationalist came into
power. He gaverise to Hindu Chauvinism and bigotry leading to the new era of religious
extremism. According to the U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom
(USCIRF) 2018 annual report, the condition of minorities in India has deteriorated as
they face violations and intimidations due to the rise of multifaceted Hindu- Nationalist

campaigns3.

2l NBYR [ACLKINIE d¢KS tddT€tS 2F LYRALFY 5SY20N) OeyY

Association 90, no. 2 (1996): pp. 2568.
3 Ibid
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2. Research Questions:

1. How religiously inspired violations have gained prominence in India since
20147
2. How the state of India has been engaged in human rights violations in

Indian occupied Kashmir?

3. Objectives:

1. This research analyses the upsurge of religiously triggered violations in
India since 2014.
2. It investigates the involvement of the state of India in human rights

violations in Indian occupied Kashmir.

4. Research Methodology:

Considering the nature and scope of this study, the research approach employed is
explanatory to better understand the rise of Hindu nationalism in India since 2014.
Overall, the methodological emphasis enables an in-depth understanding of Narender
Modi’ s nationalist policies against Muslims of Kashmir. Furthermore, qualitative
methodology is adopted to address conceptually based research questions to address

the objectives. The research uses primary and secondary data resources.

5. Modi’ s Accession and Rise of Hindu Nationalism:

The following section discusses the origins of the Bhartiya Janata Party and its military

wing RSS. It examines the ideological basis of the BJP and how it undermines the
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citizenship rights of Indian Muslims and other minorities. Moreover, it examines

Narender Modi’ s anti-Muslim policies since coming into power in 2014.

5.1 The Ideological Basis of Bharatiya Janata Party

In 1951, Shyama Prasad Mukherjee, ex-member of Congress, formed Bhartiya Jana
Sang. Bhartiya Jana Sang (BJS: Indian People’ s Association) was the successor of BJP.
It was first transpired in 1951 and was stellarly branded as the political wing of the pro-
Hindu group RSS Formed in collaboration with Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS).
BJP firmly follows the ideology of Hindutva coined by Vinayak Damodar Savarkar in
1922. The ideology of Hindutva rests on three foundational principles, i.e.,
geographical unity, racial features, and common culture*. Its core belief depicts that
Hindu addresses Sindhusthan as his fatherland, who inherits the blood of his Vedic
ancestors, and who claims Sanskrit as their common culture’. Under this criteria,
Muslims and Christians could never be true Indians. However, A.G Noorani sees the
ideology of Hindutva not as the synonym of Hinduism rather it divides the nation into

‘us’" and ‘them’ ¢ Surprisingly today it has become the foundation of Indian
Nationalism and the political basis of the governing party of the world’ s largest

democracy.

In the 1980s, Bhartiya Jana Sang transformed to Bhartiya Janata Party (BJP) with RSS as

its military wing. Since then, the Hindu-Muslim clashes have intensified. There were

‘“Kalim{ ARRAIjdzS% 4! / NRGAOFE {{ddzRé 2F WIAYRdz blFrdAZ2ylfA&AYQ
no. 2 (June 2016): pp-ZB.
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several incidents where members of the BJP assaulted Muslims. In 1992, BJP’ s mass
rally demolished Babri Masjid in Uttar Pradesh which sparked communal uprisings in
the country. The Mosque’s obliteration clearly showed the anti-secular agenda of the
BJP, which even today embeds in its core identity. In 2002, Narender Modi serving as
the Chief Minister of Gujrat was indulged in anti-Muslim riots. The Gujrat incident
replaced Vajpayee’s Position in the party with Modi. Gujrat Massacre was all done under
the instruction and support of Modi. Extremist Hindus did not stop here. Carrying out
another mascara in Gulberg society, assassinated ninety people in a Muslim complex
after a World Hindu Council leader incites a mob. In this incident, Eshan Jafri, who was
guarding the Muslims in his house, lost his life in the process. The mob hacked his body
into pieces and later burnt it 7 The communal violence especially against Muslim
minorities has become the unfortunate reality of India. The Anti- Muslim features in
India” s present government policies have brought Indian Muslims to the brink of

Genocide.

5.2 India Under Modi and BJP’ s Rule
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