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Center for Global & Strategic Studies organized an interactive series titled “Pakistan-Poland 

Bilateral Ties” held on October 17th 2017, at Islamabad Club. The event was graced by the 

dignitaries from different sectors.  

 

Major General Syed Khalid Amir Jaffery HI (M), (Retd) - President Center for 

Global & Strategic Studies, Islamabad 

The event was chaired by Major General Syed Khalid Amir 

Jaffery HI (M), (Retd) – President CGSS, who welcomed the 

distinguished guests and speakers while introducing the 

format and modalities of the “Pakistan-Poland: Bilateral 

Ties” an interactive series. He paid special gratitude to the 

Guest Speaker H.E. Piotr A. Opalinski - Ambassador of 

Poland to Pakistan. According to Major General Syed Khalid 

Amir Jaffery HI (M), (Retd) being appointed to key positions 

in Pakistan since last six years, the ambassador has an extensive experience of the country. He 

further stated that Pakistan has deep cultural and historical relations with Poland and both the 

countries have always shared good relations. Both the countries are having mutually beneficial 

co-operation in the fields of defense, small and medium size enterprises, education, science, 

culture, and economic co-operation. We hope that both the countries will continue with 

friendly bilateral relations between them. He then handed over the session to Mr. Ambassador 

for the further proceedings. 

 

Ambassador Piotr A. Opalinski 

The Ambassador Piotr A. Opalinski started his presentation by saying Assalam-o-Alaikum to all 

the participants of the event. He said it is an honor for him to be appointed as an ambassador 

of Poland to Pakistan. Talking about the history of Pakistan-Poland relations, the Ambassador 

said that the relations between Poland and Pakistan date back to the pre-independence era 

when a number of Polish families migrated to Karachi. Some Polish academics joined the faculty 

of Karachi University, taught courses ranging from physical sciences to social sciences. After the 
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independence of Pakistan, Władysław Turowicz, along with 

thirty Polish officers and technicians, contributed to and 

assisted in the establishment of the Pakistan Air Force. He 

also shed light on how active part by Polish officers was 

played in the Indo-Pakistani War of 1965, leading and 

commanding air war operations against the Indian Air Force.  

During the Question & Answer session, the participants of 

the series actively participated and raised important 

questions pertaining to the current status of Pakistan-

Poland relations. Ambassador was of the view that there are a lot of areas in which both the 

countries can cooperate ranging from the Socio-Economic aspect to Military Cooperation. The 

Ambassador also welcomed and appreciated the CPEC and showed interest in contributing in 

Pakistan’s energy sector and agricultural sector. 

 

Documentary/Video Show 

While shedding light on the relationship between Pakistan and Poland, the Ambassador showed 

a video entitled “Polish Eaglets over Pakistan” that elaborated, how the relationship between 

the two countries started and began to flourish till date. As highlighted in the documentary, 

during the Second World War more than 17000 polish pilots were registered in England. Out of 
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which around 2500 lost their lives. After the war, around 11000 pilots were forced to leave the 

country. Around 3500 of those pilots risked returning back to Poland which was under 

communist regime then. These pilots were young and were efficiently trained, but they were 

not needed at all, therefore, they experienced repressions by their government. During 1950s, 

the polish pilots have contributed in training and instruction of pilots from Pakistan Air Force. 

These pilots were professional officers and had also worked in Air Force School Risalpur. These 

instructors have ingrained different aspects of flight safety, which are essential for a pilot to 

survive during his flying career. The Islamic Republic of Pakistan has vast expanses of 

inaccessible mountains, deserts and the sea, along with the different extreme climatic zones. 

With over 170 million inhabitants, today, Pakistan is the sixth largest country in terms of 

population. The inhabitants of the country are depressed with the mounting threat of 

terrorism, therefore, the country is seeking its own solution and is striving to have best of 

everything be it family, education and defense. Pakistan has a long coastline of 1050 

kilometers. Karachi which was the former capital of Pakistan was a favorable place for Polish 

who were seeking to have a better place to live after the war. 

Having an area of approximately 800000 square kilometers and 7000 kilometers of borders, 

Pakistan was the country which did not have any military force at the time of its inception and 

was in need to have an air force immediately. Pilots with special skills and courage were needed 

to guard the borders in the Himalayas; therefore, with the help of Polish pilots, Pakistan Air 

Force came into being in 1949. At the time of independence, Pakistan had only one pilot and 

two officers and twenty men at the office rest of the pilots and technicians; they left for India 

after the declaration of independence by Pakistan. Therefore, it was the need of the hour to 
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look for options that how Pakistan will develop the academy and training centre and recruit 

pilots in order to secure the newly built state. Although the country had air-crafts but had no 

pilots to fly them, but then the polish pilots came and Pakistan Air Force began its journey to 

pave its way to one of the best Air Forces around the world. Pakistan was a newborn country 

and without any help, it was impossible for the country to develop and flourish in nearly every 

field of life. Polish people in this regard proved to be very useful for Pakistan. According to 

many former Air Force officers who get the chance to have interaction with polish pilots and 

instructor, they were very kind, well educated, efficiently trained and were eager to have more 

knowledge about different things. After coming to Pakistan they became a part of it and 

provide their best services to the nation.    

 

Question/Answer Session 

Q-1:  

The first question was asked by Mr. Tauqir Ahmed – Security Consultant and Member 

Advisory Board CGSS, member board of advisors CGSS. He 

asked that why Polish people were more attracted towards 

Pakistan then India after the partition of Indo-Pak 

subcontinent in 1947? Have polish ever got attracted to 

India or not? 

Ans: The Ambassador replied to this question with a “No” 

that the Polish have never got attracted towards or tried to 
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enhance their relations with India, although in post Second World War, one officer remained in 

Bangladesh, which was East Pakistan at that time, so technically they were in the other part of 

Pakistan.  

Q-2:  

The Second question was asked by Amna Mehmood - Center for Economic Research in 

Pakistan, who asked, what is the current state of relation 

between Pakistan and Poland in terms of Socio-Economic 

cooperation?  

Ans: The economic relations between both the countries 

are flourishing in a number of ways; for instance, in the 

year 2016, the trade between Poland and Pakistan 

exceeded with 400 Million Euros. In addition, Poland is 

looking forward to exporting goods such as Leather Jackets 

from Pakistan. New connections are also being made through sports mainly “CRICKET”. 

Moreover, the number of Asian restaurants including Pakistani restaurants in Poland has 

increased substantially and is mounting day by day.  Presently, Warsaw contains 30 Sub-

continental restaurants.  

Q-3:  

Brigadier Ahmed Bilal (Retd) asked that how military Co-operation 

continues over centuries. 

Ans: In response to this question the Ambassador was of the view 

that, the cooperation between Pakistan and Poland began to increase 

over the centuries, because of the Old Muslims such as Mongols, 

Tartars who went to Poland many years ago. Tartars Muslims are 

considered to be the pure nationals of Poland and historically, they 

are the oldest Muslims in the area.  
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Q-4:  

Next question was asked by Major General Syed Khalid Amir 

Jaffery, HI (M), (Retd), who asked, “What is the current state of 

cooperation between Poland and Pakistan in terms of Air Force?”   

Ans: In reply to this question the Ambassador of Poland said that 

Pakistan and Poland are enjoying cordial relations. In the year 

2017, Pakistan’s Chief of Air and Naval Staff visited Poland and 

soon the current Air Chief Marshal – Sohail Aman NI(M), HI(M), 

SI(M), TI(C), is again going to visit Poland soon. Visit of the Air Marshall will pave way for 

cooperation in many fields. He further highlighted different fields where the cooperation 

between both the countries can be enhanced, for instance, according to him, Poland can offer 

good technical assistance and training to Pakistan along with the better quality of equipment 

which are less in prices and are best in their quality. Polish are very sincere with Pakistan and in 

the near future, the exchange between both the countries will increase manifold. Moreover, 

there are the possibilities that Poland will be the leading partner of Pakistan in the years to 

come. The exchange between military and defence sections will further enhance the 

relationship. 

Q-5:  

Dr. Basharat Hassan – Former CEO Alternate Energy Board 

asked about, what are the prospects for cooperation in 

terms of alternative energy resources between Poland and 

Pakistan? 

Ans: The Ambassador highlighted that, there is cooperation 

between Pakistan and Poland in this field since last 20 

years, polish companies are supplying gas to local 

customers in the province of Sindh. Poland is considered to 

have large shale gas deposits and prominent Polish 

geological surveying and exploration companies have 

business and investment relations with Pakistan. Since past several years, these companies 
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have tripled their investments and it is speculated that Poland will be the leading provider in 

the near future. In the field of green energy resources, Poland is trying to provide solar energy 

to Pakistan for the commercial purpose and the projects for the installation of Power plants are 

going to be started soon for the purpose exploration of natural gas. 

Q-6:  

Air Vice Marshal Azhar Hassan (Retd) – Pakistan Airforce asked, what are the other 

unexplored potentials for the cooperation between Pakistan and Poland? How independent 

you feel while being here in Pakistan?  

Ans: In response to this question, the Ambassador of Poland said that we are independent and 

very sincere in developing good relations with Pakistan and both officially and personally 

Pakistan is like my home. I have been here since long and I have also asked for asylum here.  

Pakistan deserves much more development and it is coming as well to Pakistan. Within next 15 

to 20 years, Pakistan will be 1st Islamic country to lead economic sector across the world. With 

huge resources and planet of reasons to enhance cooperation between two states, such as 

religion, culture, custom and tradition, norms and beliefs, Pakistan and Poland are optimistically 

looking forward to enhancing their mutual bilateral ties in terms of economy, military and 

fortification of their diplomatic relations. The nations survive because of religion and culture 

and Pakistan has both which makes it beautiful.  

Air Marshall Waseem Ud Din (Retd) - Pakistan Airforce 

expressed his gratitude to the ambassador and everybody 

who was present at the event commented that the 

documentary was enlightening for the audience. The role of 

Polish officers and the services rendered by them has been 

highlighted in an excellent manner in such a short span. It is 

pertinent to mention that beside technology, technicality 

and training, values have also been imparted from Poland to 

Pakistan. The polish trainers and pilots have played very important role in training young 

officers both in flying and gliding. However still, there is a lot scope for co-operation between 

the two countries. Pakistan is also enlarging and developing the production of its aviation 
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industry. Pakistan is looking to diversify the equipment and resources. Air Marshall Sohail 

Aman’s visit will open more ways which will lead to progress and prosperity. There are a lot of 

areas to venture in to and many industrial based things to be offered to Pakistan by Poland and 

other western block countries. And he hoped that Pakistan and Poland will continue to 

cooperate more in all the fields. 

In response to that the Ambassador stated that he also shared the same conviction and 

devotion for Pakistan. He said in case of the production in defense sector soon we will achieve 

substantial progress and success. We can make relations with former Soviet equipment along 

with the latest technological equipment to overcome our requirements. Hence, there is a great 

opportunity to cooperate in this area. 

Q-7:  

Abdul Rafey – Pakistan Institute of Engineering and Applied Sciences asked about the views of 

Polish Ambassador about the Chinese led Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) as well as China-Pakistan 

Economic Corridor (CPEC)? How Poland planned to cooperate in CPEC and Gwadar?    

Ans: While addressing the question about CPEC, the Polish Ambassador stated that all such 

projects that are for the economic development of the involved countries peacefully are 

appreciated and recognized by Poland. It will enhance co-operation in many ways, moreover, 

Poland is also on the line of other route of the Silk Road which is starting from Russia crossing 

Poland and then reaching London and also touching Portugal and it has been declared that they 

are going to extend the Silk Route from Portugal to Panama. Poland is always is eager to invest 

in the development projects in Pakistan, therefore, is willing to take part in CPEC and BRI. 

Power plant (Hydro-energy) projects are for sure going to be installed by Poland whether with 

CPEC or without it. It would have a positive impact on the 

cooperation and will further enhance the cordial relations 

between the two countries. 

Q-8: 

Mr Nadeem Amjad – Pakistan Agricultural Research Council 

commented that, while talking about the high technological 

development and cooperation between Pakistan and Poland, I 
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would like to highlight that Pakistan is an agricultural based economy. Around 15 to 20 years 

ago there were polish tractors to be used for agricultural purposes in Pakistan and they became 

very popular as compared to the tractors by other countries. Do you have any future plans to 

provide Pakistan with polish tractors in the future? 

Ans: The Ambassador said that our companies and manufacturers are undergoing technological 

development and changing process and the tractors are being upgraded. But I think we must 

keep it simple and venture in other fields related to the agricultural industry such as food 

processing technology. Pakistan has a huge market potential for the technology because every 

year a huge number of vegetable, fruits and other eatables are been wasted. So we can bring 

polish food processing technologies to Pakistan in order to prevent this loss.  

Q-9: 

Vice Admiral Ahmed Tasneem (Retd) – Pakistan Navy 

asked that, as all the European countries including Poland 

have a huge interest in projects like CPEC, then why there is 

no concrete investment in CPEC by the Poland or other 

European countries so far?  

Ans: Ambassador stated that, in terms of economic 

investments, the countries from the European Union are 

not one. In fact, there is competition between different 

European countries in terms of economic investments. We 

are trying to attract other countries to develop economic relations such as China. However, in 

case of Pakistan, we are happy and eager to invest in different sectors. There are so many 

projects to be invested in which are also invested by Beijing, for instance, hydropower projects. 

Poland can supply technology and infrastructure for the development of these projects.  

Q-10: 

The last question was asked by Advocate Zaildar Ahsan Shah – Member Advisory Board CGSS, 

who asked about the scope of Pakistani students in Poland regarding education. How many 

students from Pakistan are already studying in Poland?   
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Ans: Ambassador replied that Poland has a very high level quality 

of education. A number of Pakistani students are already studying 

there in Poland and the number of the students has been 

increased and is keep on mounting since last 2-3 years. 2 years 

back around 500 Pakistani students were studying in Poland. And 

Pakistani students can avail the opportunity of studying in Poland 

through Erasmus Mundus Scholarship Programme, as Poland is 

one of those countries that come under this programme. 

 

Conclusion  

At the end of the event Major General Syed Khalid Amir Jaffery, (Retd) thanked all the 

participants especially the Ambassador Piotr A. Opalinski for honoring the event with their 

presence and participation. He is of the view that the presentation and talk by the ambassador 

is well elaborative and is full of knowledge for many who did not know about the role of Polish 

officers in building up Pakistan’s Air Force.   


