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Opening Remarks by Major General Syed Khalid Amir Jaffery HI (M), (Retd) – President CGSS 

The Center for Global & Strategic Studies (CGSS) organized an 

Interactive Session on “Pakistan Portuguese Relations: Prospects and 

Challenges” on 28th November 2017. The session was chaired by 

Major General Syed Khalid Amir Jaffery, HI (M), (Retd) – President 

CGSS. On the behalf of Centre for Global & Strategic Studies, he 

extended his warm welcome to the worthy participants for their active 

participation and offered special gratitude to His Excellence Joao Paulo 

Sabido Costa, Chargé ď Affaires En Pied of the Portuguese Republic for 

participating in the discussion and also briefly introduced the decorated credentials of the Chief 

Guest. 

In the opening remarks Major General Syed Khalid Amir Jaffery, HI(M), (Retd) – President CGSS 

stated the bilateral ties between Portugal and Pakistan have historically remained cordial and 

expanded with time. However, there is a growing need to enhance the relations further to bring 

the people of both countries together. He added that there are various fields where both 

countries can cooperate with each other.  

After brief remarks, Major General Syed Khalid Amir Jaffery HI(M), (Retd) – President CGSS 

invited H.E Joao Paulo Sabido Costa, Chargé ď Affaires En Pied of the Portuguese Republic to 

address the audience. 

Joao Paulo Sabido Costa, Chargé ď Affaires En Pied of the Portuguese Republic 

The Chief Guest started his address by thanking CGSS, expressed 

his pleasure on being invited as a Chief Guest and addresses the 

audience regarding bilateral ties between Pakistan and Portugal. 

His Excellency covered the following aspects in his speech: 

 History: He gave the historical perspective about 

Pakistan-Portugal ties when the country opened its first 

embassy sixty-five years ago in Karachi. He was of the 
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opinion that since the inception of ties between both countries, relations have been 

running cordially and grew in strength with each passing day.  

He added to the historical context by stating that the framework of our relationship 

originated much before the inception of Pakistan. Towards the end of the XVth century, 

when Portuguese sailors first arrived in the Subcontinent, relations (between Portugal 

and Subcontinent) started to take grow. He added that the Portuguese ties with this 

region increased during the reign of the Mughal Emperor Akbar. Meanwhile, Portugal 

established several trade posts along the coast of the Mughal Empire, especially near 

Gwadar, in Baluchistan, from where it was possible to buy goods from the mainland 

and, even, from China, then already reachable through the existing land routes. Hence, 

the Portuguese envoy stressed to boost the important historic ground for our friendship 

to proceed. Nevertheless, he stressed to undertake more initiatives from both sides so 

that it can materialize. 

 Pakistani Diaspora and its contributions: He also pointed to the presence of Pakistani 

diaspora in Portugal who moved there from Eastern Africa and made a significant 

contribution to the diversity of Portugal, building beautiful Islamic architecture such as a 

mosque in Lisbon, which is a monument of the city. He further added that, many more 

Pakistanis came to Portugal, and are starting now to organize themselves in commerce 

associations, necessary to promote and increase trade between our nations.  

 Significance of Pakistan to Portugal: The ambassador stated that Pakistan is a large and 

important country of Asia, strategically located as a route between Asia and Middle 

East. Portugal is a European Union (and Schengen’s Treaty) Member. Emphasizing the 

influential role of Portugal, the envoy stated that the Portuguese international 

connections go far beyond our European territory, mainly through the links of the 

Portuguese language, spoken by more 200 million people around the world, spread 

through all continents on Earth. 

 Bilateral Cooperation: He stressed the importance of bilateral ties and suggested that 

we can have collaboration in many fields particularly in the framework of the United 
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Nations, other relevant International forums, where our cooperation has proved itself 

fruitful in the interest of both countries and of  the World’s welfare.  

Furthermore, he recommended intensifying bilateral official visits, at all levels, namely 

between our Parliaments. In his opinion, we can learn a lot with each other through 

these contacts that would also be very interesting at Provincial level. 

 Civil Society engagement: He believes that our societies should also engage in a mutual 

dialogue involving our businessmen, sportsmen, youth, students and scientific 

researchers. In addition to this, he underlined the importance to create and enhance 

links between our educational institutions. He informed the audience that Pakistani 

students are present in Portugal in good numbers and increasing with each day. The 

envoy remarked that the Portuguese society has a lot to benefit from their scholarly 

knowledge and creativity. 

 Cultural Engagement: Culture is also a very important way of communication. Through 

the centuries, Portugal and Pakistan created some common ground in this area. The 

Portuguese language share, undeniably, many words with Urdu. We also have 

similarities in the traditional handicrafts and ceramics.  

 Culture, Music and Architecture: The Ambassador remarked that affirming and 

promoting the cultural ties between both countries would facilitate mutual 

understanding which is the bedrock of strong relations. He stated that Pakistan is an 

incredibly rich nation when we talk about culture: music, architecture, dance, all very 

diversified, behind beautiful landscapes. The two countries can explore avenues related 

to cooperation in this field. 

 Textile, Marble, Dairy and Agro-based cooperation: He has also shown his interest in 

some fields where the world can take advantage from Pakistani expertise in some fields 

and mentioned that both markets (Pakistan and Portugal) offer a lot of potential to 

businessmen by extending partnerships, as wells as the transfer of technology. 

Cooperation in textile, marble exploration, dairy products, agricultural development was 

identified as a possible meeting-point for extending cooperation. All of that he said  we 

can do together for the mutual gain of both economies.  
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 Free Trade opportunities with Europe and other Countries: He pointed to benefiting 

from the Portugal’s free trade systems agreements, not only within the European Union 

but with its associate countries such as Canada. Furthermore, he mentioned the 

possibility of Portugal and Pakistan venturing together to explore their mutual interest 

in the African market. 

 Energy Cooperation: Acknowledging Pakistan’s great potential in the Energy sector, 

mainly hydel or renewable, the Portuguese envoy was of the view that Portugal can 

extend transfer of technology as it has considerable knowledge and experience.     

 Sports: Extending mutual cooperation between countries was discussed such as 

cooperation in sports. The envoy suggested in helping train the young footballers who 

could become World stars in the future. He appreciated the immense talent in Pakistani 

youth in this regard.  

 Tourism, Architecture and Heritage: The ambassador suggested that we can also 

cooperate in tourism and restorations of monuments and cultural heritage, with the 

help of Portuguese specialized agencies and institutions. He particularly mentioned the 

restoration of historic Portuguese trade post on the coast of Baluchistan. 

 

Question and Answer Session 

Brigadier Abdul RahmanBilal, SJ (Retd) – Member Advisory Board CGSS 

Question # 1: Your Excellency, it is an extraordinary fact that a country with modest size 

such as Portugal once had a huge empire. Can you tell us about the factors that lead to 

the rise of Portuguese as a nation in if we consult the historical context? 

Answer: His Excellency remarked that Portuguese were open to other 

cultures which enabled them to travel across the world and venture 

into new regions. He further added that Portugal has deep connections 

with the subcontinent owing to its settlements in Goa after the 

Portuguese landed in the Indian Subcontinent.  
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Muhammad Bilal - National Defence University 

Question #2:  

a. What is the scope of Pakistan Portugal relations in terms of 

defence and economic ties? Where are we heading towards in 

the next 5-10 years and what are the areas where we need 

further improvisation of ties?  

b. As you may be aware about the tense relations between Pakistan and India, as well 

as Indian efforts to shatter Pakistan’s image internationally while Pakistan is already 

enduring the fall out of the US led war on terror in the region. Such adverse attitude 

may hamper its efforts to fight the terrorists with determination. What is your 

stance on the matter? 

Answer: 

a. The Ambassador responded to the query by underlining few areas such as investment 

by Pakistanis in real estate. Furthermore, he reminded the audience about potential in 

hydel, renewable energy and construction of water reservoirs. He particularly gave the 

example of immense hydropower potential in Khyber Pukhtunkhwa. He informed that 

Portuguese entities are taking part in tenders for award of such contracts which shows 

the interest on his country’s part. 

 

b. While answering the second part of the question regarding Pakistan’s role in the war on 

terror, he appreciated Pakistan’s efforts to eradicate terrorism from its soil. Informing 

the audience about Portugal’s role in this regards, he remarked that Portugal has 

expanded its NATO mission in Afghanistan. Furthermore, to improve the coordination, 

NATO is involved in consultation with Pakistan on different levels. In addition to that he 

emphasized that Pakistan has an important role to play in efforts to rid the country 

terrorism. Addressing the question about India, the Portuguese envoy remarked that 

Portugal gives importance to its relations with both countries hence they may be 

viewed from different angles. 
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Rida Ali Shah – National University of Science and Technology    

Question #3: Your excellency, you referred to the possible cooperation in 

sports such as coaching the footballers in Pakistan. Can you tell us if 

there is any ongoing cooperation in this field currently? 

Answer:  The Portuguese envoy appreciated the talent in Pakistani youth. 

Furthermore, he stated that football needs money and promoters. Therefore, it is imperative to 

seek sponsorship in order to incur the expanses. He expressed the hope that mutual 

cooperation will be materialized in future with cooperation from both governments and private 

sector. 

Syed Mushahid Hussain Naqvi – Bahria University, Islamabad  

Question #4: Europe is witnessing the rise of ethno-nationalism, for instance 

the recent Catalonian issue. As your country has geographical proximity with 

Spain, how far this event could influence the situation in your country? 

Answer: He was of the view that the Catalonian separatist movement has a 

historical background. In the context of a separate Catalonian state, it will 

have immense implications on Spanish economy as the region is prosperous. Additionally, in 

view of the adverse effects to the unity of Spain, the envoy hopes that current set up is 

maintained subject to the satisfaction of the concerned region. However, he dispelled the 

impression of any such movement breeding in Portugal, as far as the Catalonian issue’s 

implications on his country are concerned. 

Comments by Anila Kiyani – Social and Human Rights Activist  

In the beginning of her brief comments, she thanked the Ambassador on the 

informative session and applauded the Center for Global and Strategic 

Studies, Islamabad for arranging the event. She gave her personal experience 

of Portugal and appreciated its hospitality, food and culture while noting many 

commonalities such as familiar Muslim Arab names such as Fatima. 
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Furthermore, she was of the view that Pakistan both countries have tremendous potential for 

tourism. On a light note, she reminded the Portuguese envoy that even though the football 

coaches might be better in Portugal, she observed that the footballs were ‘Made in Pakistan”. 

Hence cooperation can be extended in this field in the context of Pakistan and technical 

knowledge can be extracted from Portugal in training the footballers. 

Concluding Remarks by Major General Syed Khalid Amir Jaffery HI(M), (Retd) – President 

CGSS 

Major General Syed Khalid Amir Jaffery HI(M), (Retd) – President CGSS concluded the session by 

extending his special gratitude to the worthy chief guest on enlightening the participants about 

the topic “Pakistan Portuguese Relations: prospects and Challenges”. Furthermore, he also 

thanked the participants whom had taken out their time. A souvenir was also presented to His 

Excellence Joao Paulo Sabido Costa, Chargé ď Affaires En Pied of the Portuguese Republic on 

behalf of Center for Global and Strategic Studies, Islamabad and concluded the session. 

 

 


