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Opening Remarks by Major General Syed Khalid Amir Jaffery, 
HI(M) (Retd)  -President CGSS 

Major General Syed Khalid Amir Jaffery, HI(M), (Retd)  -

President CGSS welcomed the esteemed guests to the 

conference titled “Pakistan – Romania Friendship and 

Centennial Celebrations of Romania”. In his opening 

remarks, he said:  

It is my proud privilege to welcome you all on behalf of 

Center for Global and Strategic Studies (CGSS). My 

special thanks to His Excellency Nicolae GOIA –

Ambassador of Romania to Pakistan. I hope that today’s 

conference would be an informative session for all of us.  

Dear Excellences, Worthy Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,   

Assalam-o-Alikum, 

Romania falls in a Europe and is amongst the fastest growing economies in the 

European Union (EU) for two consecutive years. Romania has the seventh largest 

market in the EU with expertise in mining, agricultural products, pharmaceutical, 

cement production, alternate energy sources, information technology (IT), 

manufacturing of helicopters and defense industry.  

Pakistan – Romanian relationship has evolved since the establishment of diplomatic 

relations in 1964 since then, two countries developed strong economic, trade and 

cultural relations rooted in decades old history, and presently, both countries are 

looking to expand economic cooperation, as well as to enhance their import and 

export ties. The bilateral trade valued at around 100 million U.S. dollars per year. 

Pakistan and Romania have agreed to expand their bilateral defense cooperation, 

and currently, two countries have different agreements in defense production and 

relevant areas. The participation of Romania in the CPEC can also bring Pakistan and 

Romania close together by creating business and trade opportunities. Romania is 

exploring the prospects of benefitting from the CPEC project. Pakistan needs to 

project CPEC by inviting Romanian companies to invest and participate in the CPEC.  
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Pakistan has enjoyed healthy relations with EU since the inception, the breakthrough 

came in 2013 when Pakistan was awarded the GSP plus status, Romania is also 

becoming an increasing attraction for international students, and Pakistan can 

cooperate in the area of education. The GSP window is a good opportunity to 

improve the trade relations, and China Pakistan Economic Corridor the flagship 

project of the Belt and Road Initiative is also offering new avenues of cooperation. In 

addition, Pakistan needs to expand its trade volume with the EU as it is the main 

driving force of development in the economic sector both the EU and Pakistan need 

to work on it and they have agreed to bolster delegation level exchanges to 

strengthen the existing bilateral ties with a wide scope for co-operation in the field of 

sports, tourism economic ventures where two countries can learn and benefit from 

sharing past experiences and best practices in the respective fields.  
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The Great Union  

After World War II the country fell under Communist rule, although the leadership 

pursued a foreign policy independent of that of the Soviet Union. The legacy of 

Communist leader Nicolae Ceausescu lingered long after the uprising which brought 

about his downfall on Christmas Day 1989. A slower developer than other former 

communist countries of Eastern Europe, Romania took a major step away from its 

past when it was one of seven countries joined NATO in late March 2004. 

In April 2005, Bucharest signed an EU accession treaty, paving the way for Romania 

eventually to join the union in January 2007. The end of World War I, the fall of the 

Russian and Austro-Hungarian empires, as well as the determination of the 

Romanian nation to live in one country, have triggered a series of historical events. 

The Great Unification in 1918 resulted in all the historical provinces inhabited by 

Romanians to get together, within one single country. Romania is a middle sized 

European country gradually developing and is among the fastest growing economies 

in the European Union (EU). The sovereign state of Romania is a developing country 

and ranks 52nd in the Human Development Index. It has the world's 47th largest 

economy by nominal GDP and an annual economic growth rate of the highest in the 
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EU at the time. 

Great Union Day (Romanian: Ziua Marii Uniri, also called Unification Day or 

National Day) occurring on December 1, is the national holiday of Romania. It marks 

the unification of Transylvania, Bessarabia, and Bukovina with the Romanian 

Kingdom in 1918. This holiday was set after the Romanian Revolution and 

commemorates the assembly of the delegates of ethnic Romanians held in Alba Iulia, 

which declared the Union of Transylvania with Romania, Prior to 1948, the national 

holiday of R omania was set to be on May 10, with having two sides: 

1.  It was the day on which Carol I set foot on the Romanian soil (in 1866) 

2. It was the day on which the prince ratified the Declaration of Independence 

(from the Ottoman Empire) in 1877 

The celebration of the Great Union day is the latest in a series of official anniversary 

dates. National Day, on the other hand, celebrates the addition of Transylvania and 

some other provinces to form a larger union on 1 December 1918. 

 

Speaker 1: 

Ambassador Abdul Basit  

Ambassador Abdul Basit addressed the audience on the 

bilateral relationship between Romania and Pakistan. His 

speech contained following important features:   

Romania has always been there for Pakistan in a diplomatic 

bind. When Pakistan was looking for essential trade 

concessions from the EU after the 2008 earthquake the 

Romanian government provided us with essential support. 

As Romania ascends to EU presidency in a time when the EU 

is facing many pressures ranging from Brexit to rise of right 

wing movement across the European continent, their Pakistani friends will stand by 

stand beside them, because the EU is not just important to Europeans but is lode star 

for South Asians. It was truly visionary idea that nations that had been at each 

other’s throats only a few years back could give up their feuds and unite. Such a 
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vision gives us great hope of our own regional arrangements like SAARC. It would be 

a devastating, if the EU were to disintegrate, to the current world order as well as to 

the aspirations of people all over the globe.  

Pakistan needs to deepen its ties with Romania in so many ways. It needs more 

person to person contact; it needs cultural ties, and academic exchange. Pakistani 

youth, especially, should start looking to Romania rather than other countries for 

academic opportunities. 

 

Speaker 2: 

His Excellency Nicolae GOIA –Ambassador of Romania to 

Pakistan 

His Excellency Nicolae GOIA –Ambassador of Romania to 

Pakistan addressed the audience on the topic of “Pakistan – 

Romania Friendship and 100 Years Unity”. H.E. Goia 

expressed his gratitude for the Center for Global and Strategic 

Studies and started by paying special attention to the 

friendship between the two countries and most importantly 

effective foreign policy. His speech comprised of following 

remarks: 

In the First World War 1.1 million soldiers from the 

subcontinent, including 400,000 Muslims fought alongside 

Romanians against a common foe. Romania has not forgotten their contribution to 

peace and prosperity. In many ways The First World War was an inflection point, 

historically. It was a drama involving soldiers, their families and decision makers 

who had to make agonizing choices.  

Romania was an idea emerging in1600s when Romanians realized that they had a 

unique culture and shared history. It is important to note how Romanians spoke 

Latin in a predominantly Greek region. Now as part of the EU Romania seeks to play 

the role of a responsible stakeholder at a Global level, and to adhere to and promote 

International law. 
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Pakistan is very important to Romania and Romania wants to deepen this bilateral 

tie. We welcome the recent general elections and are eager to work with the new 

Pakistani administrations. Romanians have always found Pakistan to be reliable 

diplomatic partner and deeply appreciated Pakistan’s vote to help Romania ascend to 

the rotating seat of the UN Security Council. It is important however to note that the 

volume of trade between Pakistan and Romania is too low. Person to person contact 

should help in this regard and create more avenues for deeper economic ties. It 

should be noted that Romanians and Pakistanis do share a spiritual bond with our 

monuments of our great poets sitting in each other’s nations. All cultural contact and 

person to person contact is welcomed by Romania. We believe that person to person 

contact is particularly important since every person is a repository of his nation’s 

culture and history and as our interaction increases Romanians and Pakistanis will 

be able to come closer together. Romania is committed to building bridges with 

Pakistan and will fully support the Pakistan-EU strategic plan. Romania will help the 

Pakistani government’s new agenda of combatting corruption, reducing poverty and 

opening up Pakistan. After all with good governance and peace Pakistan could 

become tourism powerhouse much like a South Asian Japan. 
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Interactive Question and Answer Session 

1. Comment and Question by: 

Advocate Zildar Ahsan Shah –Advisory Board Member of CGSS  

Firstly, I would like to congratulate Center for Global and Strategic Studies, 

Islamabad especially Major General Syed Khalid Amir Jaffery, HI (M), (Retd) for 

holding a successful event today for Pakistan and Romania friendship. Secondly, I 

would like to congratulate our people, people of Romania and specially his 

Excellency Nicolae GOIA -Ambassador of Romania to Pakistan for the hundred years 

of celebrations. As the Chairman of Pakistan-Romania Friendship Association, I am 

very optimistic to promote the friendship ties between the two countries, Pakistan 

and Romania under the vision of his Excellency.  

I just want to ask his Excellency that what your views are regarding the importance of 

cultural exchange for promoting the friendship ties between two countries? 

Answered by Nicolae GOIA -Ambassador of Romania to Pakistan 

Thank you for asking this question. Indeed it is a very important question when it 

comes to relation between two countries cultural 

relations has particular importance because, the 

more you know the culture of a country, the more 

you know history and traditions it, the more you are 

welcome to make business and to continue 

substantial relations in political ,economy and 

security even. So, we have been in constant contact 

with our Pakistani counterparts in order to promote 

cultural activities. In Pakistan, we have had some 

Romanian cultures or groups performing in cities 

like Karachi and Islamabad. We are in process of 

identifying some expression of Pakistani culture, 

some products of Pakistani culture like movies, dramas. Yesterday, I had a very 

substantive discussion with Mr. Chaudhry, Minister of Information and we both 

agreed that we should take measure for making the culture of Pakistan better 

understood in Romania. In this context, we agreed that may be sending some movies 
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and dramas made by Pakistan would be a good beginning at least. I really believe 

that Pakistan is one of the most cultured countries of the world, has a deep culture. 

Monument of Pakistan has been listed by UNESCO for the monument of arts. I 

visited Taxila one year ago, I understood that Taxila can become a good attraction for 

tourism, only if the promotion will be doing in a better manner, the site and Museum 

is maintained in more professional way. Pakistan can become an illustrious country 

in terms of economy and tourism only if good governance, corruption and opening 

the country would be done in good manner. 

2. Comment and Question by:  

Lieutenant General Mohammad Asad Durrani, HI (M), (Retd) – Member 

Advisory Board CGSS  

Ambassador you were kind to and generously mentioned the contribution of soldiers 

from the sub-continent during the WWI but I can understand that very modestly you 

are not talking about the favor that you returned when Romania was part of the 

Warsaw Pact, when Soviet invaded Afghanistan, this was the only country from that 

bloc that opposed the invasion. Thank you very much for that. In the end of 1960, 

rate of growth in Asia was that Japan was listed as the number one and Pakistan 

number two.  

My question is what makes Romania such a mysterious country. Out of many things 

happening in the country, how did Romania became famous for Ghost Castles? 

Kindly elaborate about that mystery? 

Answer by Nicolae GOIA -Ambassador of Romania 

Thank you for the interesting question. Yes, Romania is a very mysterious country, 

one of the reason is that we are a Latin Island surrounded by different nations and 

different language speakers there and the way Romania has preserved its Latinity. 

The way we maintained our identity as a Latin speaking country is a real miracle, 

2000 years to stay there surrounded by different populations with different 

intentions and attitudes is a real miracle. When it comes to castle I don’t want to 

disappoint you but castle which is in Transylvania and is called Bran Castle does not 

have almost any mystery. Bran Castle is also known as Dracula Castle which was 

built by the ruler who was fighting against corruption in 15th century and we 

appreciate his efforts against fighting corruption because he gave terrible 
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punishments to the corrupt people. We have many other beautiful castles one of 

them is Peles Castle, which was built by our first King in 19th century and we have 

many touristic attractions. When it comes to Brexit, then I personally appreciate the 

extremely important contribution of United Kingdom in European Union and the 

important contribution to the mankind actually. We are not begging United Kingdom 

to stay but I would personally love them to stay in the European Club in the future. 

Comment: 

Major General Syed Khalid Amir Jaffery, HI (M), (Retd) – President 

Center for Global and Strategic Studies 

The Ambassador has given us some very good ideas about what to do with the 

corrupt people. 

3. Question by:  

Muhammad Abdullah Hameed Gul –Director 

General of Mesaq and Advisory Member of CGSS   

After 9/11, all of yours and other forces got engaged in 

Afghanistan for peace and stability of the region we 

appreciate your efforts. But at the same time, US had a 

policy of not to deal with terrorists and after 9/11 Taliban 

were declared terrorists, so how come now things have been settled down and 

America has started talking and you are very positive about the peace process? 

Answered by Nicolae GOIA -Ambassador of Romania to Pakistan 

Than you Abdullah, it is somehow a sensitive question but a good question. When it 

comes to Afghanistan, we have to consider the historical and political dynamics. For 

instance, who would have imagined that Germany and France would become best 

friends who have fought devastating wars, the level of hatred was high between them. 

When it comes to United States, I will not comment on their contribution in 

Afghanistan or elsewhere in the world but my government policy is to consider US as 

provider of security in Europe and elsewhere. I have to say, even if you do not agree 

that Americans have also suffered financially and lost many lives in Afghanistan. 

Dialogue with Taliban would be a historical and optimistic moment for concluding 

an endless war. So, everything can be done to get the moment of pacifying 
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Afghanistan and the negotiations between the stakeholders in Afghanistan is a good 

thing. Americans are our strategic ally and the provider of security of the region, I 

hope the situation of Afghanistan would get better and solved because so much 

devastation has been faced by Afghanistan and Pakistan has also faced so much 

suffering because of sharing a heavy border with Afghanistan. 

4. Comment and Question by:  

H. E. Joao Paulo Sabido Costa - Charge d’Affairs, Embassy of Portuguese, 

Islamabad 

Thank you, Excellency and my great friend Nicolae GOIA. I lived in Romania as well 

and it is an honor for me. The thing about Romania that impressed me is the way 

they deal with minorities’ living in Romania. The way Romanians give their 

minorities representation and appease them at every level is quite impressive. So, 

Romania is an example for the world about how to deal with the minorities. 

Answered by Nicolae GOIA -Ambassador of Romania to Pakistan 

Thank you. You talk so highly about Romania. You are right about the minority 

situation in Romania. We have policies for protecting every possible minority living 

in our state. We have 60,000 Muslims in Romania, and they enjoy absolutely free 

right of exercising their religion. We have no religious and ethnic discrimination 

issues in Romania. 

4. Question by:  

Shahrukh Khan – National Defence University, Islamabad  

Is Romania offering any student exchange program for the students of Pakistan? 

Answered by Nicolae GOIA -Ambassador of Romania to Pakistan 

We are working on this, and next year we will start student exchange program with 

Pakistan and I am very much involved in increasing number of Pakistani students 

studying in Romania. We are interested in Pakistani young students studying in 

Romania and bringing them back to Pakistan with the knowledge of Romania about 

culture, economy, politics etc. 

 


