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completion of training in the Civil Service Academy Lahore and later in the Pakistan Foreign 

Service Academy Islamabad, he was deputed to the American University Cairo wherefrom he 

completed his language training. 

His first diplomatic assignment was at Tunis and later to Dubai, Brunei and Tajikistan. He served 

as the Minister in the years 2004-08 at the Embassy of Pakistan in Ankara. 

His last diplomatic assignment was at Yangon (Myanmar) where he was sent as the Ambassador 

extraordinary and plenipotentiary of Pakistan to the Union of the Republic of Myanmar. 

Ambassador Amjad Abbasi is settled in Islamabad ever since his retirement in 2015. 
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 urma, officially named the “Republic of the Union of Myanmar” since 1989, has shared 

historical ties with Pakistan even before its independence in 1948. Until 1971, Pakistan 

shared its physical borders with Burma, a fact not known to many. Burma played a 

supporting role in transferring the civilian and military personnel, who had escaped the newly 

created state of Bangladesh and entered Burma soon after the fall of Dacca, along with military 

equipment which included aircrafts and helicopters. The strong and friendly relations between the 

two countries remained an eye sore to many, especially India as it was a direct threat to its 

hegemonic designs of masquerading as the regional bully. 

For the world, the displacement of Rohingya Muslims maybe an internal matter of ethnic nature, 

however in reality, it is a matter of greater concern, as it appears to have been  engineered to disrupt 

the peace in the region eversince China earmarked the area for establishment of an important 

energy corridor (twin gas and oil pipeline and deep sea port) at Kyaukpyu near Rakhine in the Bay 

of Bengal,in pursuance of the grand Chinese conceptual dream of ‘One Belt One Road’ . 

History tells us that fomenting issues between religious groups has never been a difficult task for 

the intelligence agencies operating globally, and in many cases, it has been the main reason leading 

to breakup of countries. If an objective approach is adopted, understanding the rationale behind 

the predicament of Rohingya Muslims would be best understood against this backdrop of 

geopolitical significance in todays’ Myanmar. Hence, it may not be entirely wrong to imagine that 

the violence in the province of Rakhine has a geopolitical objective rather than an ethnic or 

religious dimension. 

The Geographical Factor 

To understand the Rohingya Muslim crisis, it is pertinent to have practical knowledge of the 

geography and historical background of Myanmar; which will also be referred to by its former 

name of ‘Burma’ in the paper. Before any conclusions can be drawn on the prevailing issue and 

how the international community has already established their opinion, it may be better to discuss 

the geographical importance of the region with special significance to the Rohingyas.

B 



 

2
 Myanmar has its longest border with China in the north and northeast while India is located in its 

northwest. It shares its borders with Bangladesh -former East Pakistan- towards west and south-

west. It has a very long coast line along the Bay of Bengal because of which the strategic 

importance of the country increases by many folds. The borders of Burma, Thailand, and Laos 

meet at the notorious Golden Triangle on the Eastern side of the country.  

Rakhine, formerly known as Arakan, is one of the most important areas in the country. The 

recorded history of Rakhine is 2500 years old, and nearly 100 kings have ruled that area. 

Kyaukphyu is a famous island near the state of Rakhine in the Bay of Bengal. The capital of 

Rakhine, Sittwe is the largest city with more than 45 percent Muslim population. Maungdaw is the 

second largest city in the state with nearly 

95 percent Muslims. 

The total population of Myanmar is 

approximately 55 million whereas the 

population of Rakhine State is around 2 

million including 1.2 million Rohingyas. 

The Burmese government’s official count 

puts the Muslim population at 4% but the 

Muslims claim it to be between10-15% of 

the population. 

The oceanography remained of great 

significance in the region as, during the ancient times of maritime trade through these  routes, the 

gale force winds would result in frequent shipwrecks in the Bay of Bengal, where the survivors 

would seek shelter in the coastal areas. This resulted in the growing population of the shippers. 

After 1826 Treaty of Yandabo, the area came under the British rule. When the British took control 

over the area, they brought people from Bangladesh and India for plantation and other services. 

As a result of inter-marriages, Bangladeshis started to settle in the region and becom the largest 

communiy.This also means that as of today, the majority of the people of the area have been there 

for nearly two centuries.  

When the World War II was ending, and negotiations for independence started, the majority of the 

people in Rakhine demanded that this territory should be included in Pakistan. However, as 

Ariel view of the general area where the Rohingyas 

lived 
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 Pakistani leadership could foresee multiple survival struggles ahead, Quaid-e-Azam Mohammad 

Ali Jinnah decided that Myanmar should keep control of Arakan. On this issue, Quaid and General 

Aung San came to an understanding that Arakan should remain a part of Burma as it actually was, 

and a pledge was made by General Aung San to ensure proper treatment of the Muslim population. 

Why the Crisis was Engineered? 

The Rohingyas residing in the Burmese province of Rakhine, have suffered brutal violence since 

July 2012, after clashes erupted between Buddhists and Muslims over an alleged rape and murder 

of a Buddhist girl in suburban Rakhine, though never proved in any independent court of law. The 

timing of this incident is of particular significance as it coincided with the completion of Chinese 

deep sea port at Kyaukphyu. The Myanmar military had reluctantly agreed upon holding of 

parliamentary elections in 2015 in which opposition leader Suu Kyi of NLD party was all set to 

clean sweep. On the other hand, the 

ASEAN members had worked hard to 

ensure Myanmar takes over the 

chairmanship of ASEAN in 2014, due to 

which none of its members were ready 

to rock the boat, taking pains to appease 

the Myanmar military leadership. This 

attitude had an encouraging impact on 

the perpetrators of anti-Rohingya 

violence as none of the ASEAN 

governments especially Malaysia, 

Indonesia and Brunei were prepared to 

use pressure against the Myanmar military leadership which could have stopped the monks of the 

area from instigating the violent Buddhists mobs. 

The south of Myanmar especially the province of Rakhine is of immense importance to China and 

Myanmar due to the economic benefits it can provide to both countries. To sabotage the 

geopolitical advantage that China would enjoy, India came up with its own version of trade 

initiatives and offers, and started building a multimodal transport system that would run through 

the Kaladan river originating from Manipur(India) and ending up near Sittwe in the Bay of Bengal, 

Soldiers on security duty in the deserted Maungdaw 

city. 
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 bypassing Bangladeshi territory completely. India invested twenty million dollars in building this 

multimodal system at Sittwe to entrench itself by having a robust physical presence for 

undermining the Chinese commercial activities in the area of the Bay of Bengal. 

As per the government planned commercial initiative, over 60 blocks of oil and gas, 25 offshore 

and the remaining onshore, were offered for exploration in 2012. After the bidding process, 

involving numerous multinational companies, 25 blocks were allocated on which drilling activities 

began in 2013.The presence of so many energy giants in the Bay of Bengal does not augur well 

for the Chinese commercial influence in the area. There is no doubt that a religious divide was 

deliberately planned to create instability in the region so that the Chinese commercial influence 

could be sabotaged and for this the stakeholders took full support from RAW ably assisted other 

sympathizers, to achieve their ultimate objective. 

The Actual Picture 

The Rohingya crisis was engineered in 

the region by the powers which felt 

threatened by the growing Chinese 

influence in the Bay of Bengal. The 

Strait of Malacca is a bottleneck where 

the West had always planned a 

chokehold for the Chinese main line of 

communication.  

Here, Singapore was being used as a 

watchdog over the movement of energy 

supplies to China from all over the 

world. It was understood beyond doubt that they were using the blocking point to their best 

strategic advantage and was set to cut off the main line of communications to the Chinese main 

land in case of an all-outwar. The Chinese sagacity and proverbial far-sightedness realized the 

situation much early but as per their policy, they kept a tight lid over their preparations for 

launching the revolutionary ideas of One Belt One Road (OBOR) and the 21st Century Maritime 

Silk Route project. With the commissioning of Kyaukphyu, the Strait of Malacca lost its 

Few remaining residents of Maungdaw gather 

outside to talk to the visitors. 0 
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 significance and became redundant overnight.The Chinese had delivered a devestating blow to the 

underbelly of the famous Malacca strategy laid out by the West. 

The forces which worked against the Chinese interests and wanted to counter China’s economic 

growth were left with only one option i.e. to create unfavorable conditions so that China should 

not benefit from the twin oil and gas pipeline/deep sea port project. Now if the situation is analyzed 

from a holistic perspective, the same game plan was designed for Baluchistan much earlier, where 

anti-Pakistan activities targeted every development work in Baluchistan and later the China-

Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) as well to disrupt the development of Gwadar and its 

affiliated multibillion dollar industrial hub. Thankfully the security and the law enforcement 

agencies have identified the threats and counter measures are being put in place. It appears that 

Kyaukphyu and Gwadar are conjoined twins, which were envisaged by nature  as the greatest game 

changers of the millenium. 

China’s economic strength and emergence as the 

global superpower has been the sole reason 

behind these instabilities, created by the 

threatened countries specially India and its 

allies/sympathizers. The efforts of creating 

instability in the province of Rakhine is a living 

example, and the world may yet experience more 

Rakhine and Baluchistan like situations in other 

countries of the region. The anti-China forces 

engineered all this to force China to leave the 

region. Historically, the two countries shared 

excellent friendly relations as China helped Burma all along the years of western sanctions and a 

massive investment of 20 billion dollars was made by the Chinese during this period to keep the 

economy of Myanmar sustainable.  

The significance of Burma can also be gauged from the fact that now nearly every western country 

has its presence there. The economic powers like Germany, USA, Japan and others have 

established their bases in the country, and it is speculated that Burma will emerge as a developed 

economy within this decade. Many other states started to write off their loans to gain favors from 

Charred and bulldozed remains of the once 

crowded main market outside Sittwe. 
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 this enterprising Myanmar. Japan was one of the biggest donors writing off loan of 5.5 billion 

dollars. The former President Obama visited twice but his attention was focused on the political 

opposition as well while the European leaders balanced their appeasement policies towards the 

Generals and Dow Suu Kyi. 

The monks are an influential element of Burmese society and have a history of influencing critical 

decision making as well as the electoral process. The Monk hierarchy is so rich and powerful that 

army and civilian leadership have to pay proper respect during their regular visits to the high 

Monks on the hierarchy which are primarily aimed at gaining favors in all respects. 

The most notorious and powerful Monk is Wirathu who has been the center of attention of western 

media, deliberately turning him into a super demon. He has a criminal background, having served 

long term in the prison. Wirathu, today, is like Boko Haram in African states. Somehow like our 

own society, the pulpit is misused by the Monks to their best advantage and mostly on the covert 

bidding of international agencies. 

Since each and every Buddhist has to 

become a monk once in his lifetime for a 

variable period, somehow this has 

created a spirit de corps among 

Buddhists in Burma when it comes to 

expressing solidarity against the other 

religions. This institution was used to 

their best advantage by the perpetrators 

of communal violence in Rakhine and 

now all over Burma. 

Unconfirmed reports were circulating in 

the diplomatic circles during the riots about the former Burmese Intelligence Chief’s active 

interaction with some notorious Monks led by Wirathu, and anti-Muslim foreign intelligence 

agencies prior to communal riots in Rakhine. No denial was ever reported by any quarter giving 

credence to the alleged involvement. 

 

The Buddhists of Maungdaw display their anger against 

the NGOs and UN agencies 
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 The Aftermath 

After the unsubstantiated rape and murder of the Buddhist girl, a series of attacks were triggered 

against the Muslims. In fact, the very next morning a Tabligh team (non-local preachers) were 

targeted and ten of them dragged out of a private bus and lynched to death. Soon the situation 

turned into riots in and around Sittwe, Maungdaw, Buthidaung and Rathedaung 

There are about 95% and 40% Muslims in 

Maungdaw and Sittwe respectively, who had 

established business in Rakhine state, and all of 

them were forced to migrate to open areas outside 

these cities, leaving their houses, bazars and other 

properties behind.  

After their forced evacuation, most of their 

premises were bulldozed overnight in most of 

these areas. This itself was a clear evidence of 

involvement of some important government 

functionaries, a fact denied by the government 

ever since.  

During this carnage 32 mosques were burnt or 

raised to ground in Sittwe alone. The main 

marketing center was gutted in Sittwe, whereas in 

Maungdaw the Muslims were beaten and thrown 

out of their properties. Those who resisted were killed.  

A quick forced evacuation was executed and majority population of Sittwe, Maungdaw, 

Buthidaung and Rathedaung were forcibly shifted to the camps outside where makeshift 

arrangements were made that later took shape of tented villages partially administered by the 

international aid agencies/NGOs but tightly guarded by the security personnel of the Border 

Security Regiment of Myanmar Army. Even today, no country or aid agency, UN Organization or 

NGO is permitted to administer any aid directly to any Rohingya refugee or the camp itself, 

anywhere in Rakhine. 

Refugees came out at the arrival of 

diplomats at the camp near Sittwe 
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 Initially about 140,000 Muslims were moved to these refugees’ camps and are still living under 

miserable conditions. Ever since the Rohingya's side of the story states that they did not know 

anything regarding what happened and why such a divide was created overnight. Many were in 

disbelief as their old neighbors had turned into ferocious enemies. The people were afraid of telling 

the truth. The financial damages were a part of the devised strategy to destroy the business of the 

Muslims including the Gold Souk and other trade houses.  
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 Remarks of the Ambassador on the Situation 

The government of Myanmar did a commendable job of arranging trips for the volunteer 

Diplomatic Corps members to the refugee camps. However, the diplomatic front especially from 

ASEAN countries was found frail and compromising while discussing the issue with the organizers 

of these trip i.e. MOFA of Myanmar as well as the administrative units of the government.  Being 

a part of the visiting delegation, Ambassador’s observations regarding the situation and the 

response of the local government were shared during the final briefing session held at the end of 

the visit.  

 

After having a firsthand experience of the camps and 

situation of the Rohingyas, the Ambassador 

concluded that the local government on the spot had 

taken a wrong decision by pushing Rohingya away 

from their cities into camps, further endorsing the 

stance that they are unwanted. Taking them away 

from their hometowns and depriving them of their 

livelihood was illogical, more so if there was intention 

of their return. The authorities should have bridged the 

differences instead of widening the gap between the two communities. Splitting them was a grave 

mistake on part of the government for which the Rohingyas would pay a very heavy price in the 

future. The offer of the OIC countries group to provide all possible help to the government was 

never entertained.  

 

Whereas on the other hand, the Diplomatic Corps and especially the Muslim countries should have 

played a proactive role in pressurizing the Myanmar authorities to take immediate remedial 

measure to ensure the protection of lives and properties of Rohingyas. The reasons behind 

neglecting an issue of such significance are still not very clear whereas it is still not too late for the 

Muslim Ummah to collaborate and find a way forward to assist the displaced Rohingyas while 

helping the Burmese government.  

The diplomats talking to a Rohingya girl 

(University student) 
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 It would be unfair not to mention about the strong supportive action by the Turkish leadership who 

not only urged the Myanmar leadership to take immediate measures but also the first lady travelled 

to Rakhine and visited the mud stricken camps during heavy downpour. Her pictures while 

weeping over the plight of unfortunate Rohingya women made international headlines. On the 

other hand, the response from Pakistan could have been more assistive, keeping the long 

association between the two countries in mind.   
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